
Toronto – The official launch of Toronto 
Caribbean Carnival earlier this month saw the 
Government of Canada investing $1 million 
for the Toronto Caribbean Carnival’s Festival 
Management Committee to modernise the 
event, expand offerings, and enhance visitor 
experience.

The announcement of 
the investment was made 
by the Honourable Chrystia 
Freeland, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of 
Finance. It was made on behalf 
of the Honourable Helena 
Jaczek, Minister responsible 
for the Federal Economic 
Development Agency for 
Southern Ontario.

“The Toronto Caribbean 
Carnival gives us an important 
opportunity to reflect on the remarkable history 
of Caribbean-Canadians, and to celebrate the 
contributions that the Caribbean community 
makes to the fabric of our country – all while 
being a real generator of economic activity for 

businesses across our city,” Freeland said.
She added, “As the Carnival rebounds from 

the pandemic, this $1-million investment will 
help make sure that continues to be the case 
for years to come.”

According to a release from Ottawa, the 
investment is recognition 
that tourism in Toronto is 
essential to the vitality of 
the city’s local businesses 
and communities. And as it 
noted, tourism brings mil-
lions of visitors to the region 
each year.

Additionally, cultural 
events, such as the Toronto 
Caribbean Carnival, which 
is among the largest street 
festivals in Canada, play an 
important role in bringing 

people together to celebrate the cultures that 
reflect Canada’s diversity, the government 
release declared.

Said Jaczek: “This $1-million FedDev 

Said Ramsubagh-Mannette: “We’re 
talking about cuisine, sport, film, the 
creative and performing arts, and 
everything in-between. As we com-
memorate this important milestone 

in our independent 
nationhood, the mes-
sage we are hoping to 
convey is that we are 
grateful to you, proud 
of you, and recog-
nise you as Trinidad 
and Tobago’s truest 
Ambassadors and 
best advocates.”

An events’ list for 
the celebrations is 
a work in progress, 

with revised editions to be released 
in the coming weeks, the Consulate 
General noted. Meanwhile, updates, 
live coverage, and recaps of events 
are available on the Consulate’s 
Facebook page.

Among the events is a cricket 
match between the Jamaica XI and 
Trinidad and Tobago XI, which will 
take place on August 20 at the Andrew 
McCandless Park in Brampton.

It is being put on by the Consulates-
General of Trinidad and Tobago and 
Jamaica. Organiser of the event is the 

Toronto – As Trinidad and Tobago 
gets ready to celebrate its 60th year as 
an independent nation, its Diamond 
Jubilee, activities are already under-
way in Toronto that will be in sync 
with the festivities 
taking place in the 
homeland.

According to a 
release from the 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Consulate General in 
Toronto, the anniver-
sary “is a very special 
time in our Nation’s 
history”, and that as 
“a country, we have 
punched well above 
our weight, and made our mark in 
many spheres of life”.

It noted the activities that are now 
underway “seek to pay homage to 
several of those spheres of influence 
around the world, including art, cui-
sine, music, Carnival, sport, and film”.

Tracey Ramsubagh-Mannette, 
Acting Consul General in Toronto, 
told Indo-Caribbean World earlier 
this week that the Consulate’s celebra-
tions for the Diamond Jubilee took its 
“inspiration from our diaspora, and 
the many areas in which they have 
distinguished themselves”.

Specialising in West Indian Dishes - Trinidad Style Cooking

1446 Queen St. W. Toronto
(1/2 Block East of Lansdowne,
North side, W. of Dufferin)

* Eat In or Take Out * We also Cater

Only HALAL Meat ServedALI’S ROTI
Tel: 416-532-7701
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Open 7 Days from 10 am to 10 pm

INSURANCE

Life & Investment Broker

MONEY FREEDOM INC.

Also offered: *Non Medical & Mortgage 
Insurance *No Load Funds *No Penalty RESP 
*Critical Illness *Universal Life *Dental & 
Drug Plans *Disability. (E&O)
Companies represented: Assumption, Blue 
Cross, BMO, Canada, CPP, Empire, Equitable, 
Foresters, Industrial Alliance, ivari, Manulife, 
RBC, Sunlife.
Instant quote online: www.moneyfreedom.ca
1.866.PAULRAM Tel: 416.414.2204

Paul Ram

John Persaud, CEO

CANADIAN SUPERBILT SHUTTERS AND BLINDS

Beautifying homes one window at a time through light control and energy efficiency.

Providing smart motorized Window Coverings from Hunter Douglas, Altex/SunProject
Provider of Hardwood Flooring. Visit our Showroom at 1571 The Queensway, Etobicoke, Ontario

B: (416) 201-0109 • C: (416) 239 2863 • sales@superbilt.com • www.superbilt.com
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See Page 5: CricketSee Page 5: Get booster shots

See Page 5: Mahatma Gandhi See Page 12: CarnivalThe Mahatma’s statue vandalised

T&T proud of its diaspora

TO Carnival gets $1M govt boost

Ramsubagh-Mannette

Kieran Moore Vivian Rambihar

Toronto – The Ontario  govern-
ment announced last week it was 
expanding eligibility for a fourth 
Covid-19 vaccine dose to ages 18 to 
59. The announcement came follow-
ing indicators that Ontario is now in 
its seventh wave of Covid-19 infec-
tions, and that this is being driven by 
the BA.5 omicron subvariant.

Also, earlier this week, cardiologist 
and community stalwart, Dr Vivian 
Rambihar, called on the diaspora to 
continue taking Covid-19 booster 
shots, to observe health protocols, 
and to remain vigilant against infec-
tion.

Following the government 
announcing that it was expanding 
fourth booster eligibility, Ontario’s 

Chief Medical Officer Kieran Moore, 
said the new coronavirus variant con-
tinues to be detected for increased 
prevalence since early June, and is 
now the dominant strain in Ontario. 
The detection was based on wastewa-
ter data, test positivity, and hospitali-
sation and ICU admissions, Moore 
revealed last week.

Saying the expanded eligibility for 
fourth doses was a “real call to arms”, 
Moore advised Ontarians to, “Stay up 
to date with your [Covid-19] vaccina-
tions”. He added that those among us 
with an underlying illness were more 
at risk.

Moore also indicated that at this 
time the government of Ontario was 

Remain Covid-19 vigilant

Richmond Hill – The statue of Mahatma 
Gandhi at the Vishnu Temple in Richmond 
Hill was defaced with hateful graffiti last 
Wednesday, the act of vandalism described by 
the temple’s chairman, Dr Budhendra Doobay, 
as a violation and an assault where all dignity 
has been removed.

“Besides a feeling of a disgust, I was disap-
pointed,” Doobay told the media.

“We live so peacefully in Richmond Hill 
here for so many years, and nothing, nothing, 
nothing has ever happened like this. The graf-
fiti is in such big black letters... We hope these 
things don’t happen. But what can you do?” 
he said.

Doobay added, “If we can live the way that 
Gandhi taught us to live, then we will not cause 
hurt to anyone, or any community.”

Gandhi was the main leader of India’s 
Independence movement in the 1940s, and 
is pre-eminently and globally respected for 
his promotion of non-violent civil disobedi-
ence during the campaign to free India from 
British rule. Many statues of The Mahatma 
stand throughout the world that celebrate his 

Vandals deface Mahatma 
statue at Vishnu Mandir

Chrystia Freeland

Toronto Caribbean Carnival 2022Toronto Caribbean Carnival 2022

https://www.facebook.com/ttconsulatetoronto
https://www.facebook.com/ttconsulatetoronto
https://www.moneyfreedom.ca/
http://canadiansuperbiltshutters.com/
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$379,000

$2,300/month

$1,450,000

FOR LEASE
$1,000/month

Investor’s Dream

Fresh As Spring!

See It To Believe It!

Ideal For Students!

Advance Selling System
• House matching services
• Mass email to prospective Buyers 
• Targeted Social Media Advertising
• 3-D virtual tours
• Floor plans
• Live streaming
• Electronic Signature
• We take all precautions

Come see this lovely unit with a view! Features an 
upgraded washroom, large open balcony, spacious 
kitchen, open concept living and dining room, and 
ensuite laundry! Close to amenities, transit lines, 
and schools!

Beautifully designed open concept 1+1 condo 
available for lease! Take in a breath of fresh air as 
you enjoy high ceilings, glamorous quartz counters, 
easy to clean laminate floors and large windows 
drenched in sunlight! Step out onto the balcony and 
relish in the breathtaking view of the city’s skyline. 
Close to transit, amenities, and much more!

A symphony in every room! First time on 
market. Original homeowners. Tour well-kept & 
unforgettable home. Internet hardwired thruout, 
w/ built-in speakers in each room. Impressive 
hardwood, California shutters, 2 ensuite bathrms, 
extra-long drvwy, unspoilt bsmnt w/sep ent & many 
more upgrades. You need to see it to believe it! 

Get this fantastic opportunity while it lasts! 
Furnished 1 bdrm 1 wrm & shared liv./din., kitch. 
& balc. avail for lease only $1000/month. All 
utilities: cable TV, Internet, covered in rent. Enjoy 
beautiful view of Humber’s lush green space & take 
advantage of the five-star amenities available.

$1,539,900

$999,900

Smart! Smooth! Spectacular!

Sharp as a Tack

Don’t miss out on amaz. home on spacious corner 
lot. Main flr opn cncpt. design, quartz ktcn count., 
eng. hrdwd flrs & 9’ ceilings. Plush warm carpet on 
upper fls & lam. in bsmt. App 4k sq ft finish. space. 
Has impress. built porch w/ glass railings, accented 
with double French drs & cust. built storage shed.

This lovely home is packed with upgrades awaiting 
your eyes! This impressive home boasts a large 
walkway, a large patio, double door entry, fully 
open concept main floor with a separate dining 
room, engineered hardwood, and plenty of large 
windows welcoming in natural lighting.

Prime Location!

Close To Transit!

Take a look at this impressive townhome, located 
in a small fenced area with visitor parking. This 
home is recently renovated with LED lights, lovely 
laminate floors, new rails with cast iron spindles, 
updated kitchen and a finished basement. The 
real yard is fenced for your personal use. Recently 
painted and professionally cleaned!

Charmingly delightful! Don’t miss large 
home in one of Brampton’s most well-sought 
neighbourhoods! Open concept maximises space 
w/ impressive, functional layout. Finished bsmt apt 
w/ 2 bdrms. Lge windows, generous-sized rooms, 
beautiful backyard with wood deck & many more. 
Close to many amenities, Hwys, & public transit.

SOLD

LE
ASED

SOLD

SOLD

$839,000

$999,999

https://thebrij.com
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CANADA

DENTAL EMERGENCIES
ALWAYS WELCOME

DENTISTRY
DR. NAR DALJEET

DR. NIKHIL DALJEET

Ask us about our:

• Dental Implants (from 
start to finish)
• Invisalign (Misaligned 
Teeth)
• Snore Guard

2942 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, Ontario 
(At Victoria Park) Village Square Plaza (Ground Floor)
416-492-3077 • www.tddental.ca

Second Office Location:
SmileVille Dental
86 Ringwood Dr, Unit 23, Stouffville, ON L4A 1C3
Tel: 905-640-4600 • www.smilevilledental.ca

Now two locations to serve you better
Servicing our community for over 30 years.

CDCO & government ministers held talks last week on key construction industry priorities; in attendance were 
(l-r) CDCO’s Chief of Staff Mark Lewis, CCAT Executive Director Cristina Selva, Canada’s Minister of Labour, 
Seamus O’Regan, MP for Vaughan-Woodbridge Francesco Sorbara, and CDCO President Mike Yorke. Photos 
by Daniel Ciufo.

MP for Vaughan-Woodbridge Francesco Sorbara (centre) & Canada’s Minister of Labour, Seamus O’Regan 
(second from right, second row) met some of CDCO’s young apprentices after industry talks last week

CDCO, govt talk construction priorities
Vaughan – A meeting with the Carpenters’ District Council 

of Ontario, United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners 
of America, and top government officials last week saw dis-
cussions taking place on key priorities for the construction 
industry. Among the talks were the need to encourage more 
Canadians to enter the trades, possible immigration reforms, 
and support for new construction techniques to help Canada 
meet its climate change obligations.

On July 14 the CDCO welcomed the Honourable Seamus 
O’Regan, Jr., Canada’s Minister of Labour, and Francesco 
Sorbara, Member of Parliament for Vaughan-Woodbridge, to 
the College of Carpenters and Allied Trades.

During their visit, Minister O’Regan and MP Sorbara also 
viewed CCAT’s training facilities, met some of the CDCO’s 
young apprentices, and did “hands on” carpentry work.

One of the primary issues discussed was the skilled trades 
shortage that both Ontario and Canada now face. As the CDCO 
noted, it is critical that their industry works together with its 
partners across all levels of government to bring in Canadians 
from a variety of different backgrounds to address this need, 
along with seriously considering changes to immigration pro-
cesses to bring in skilled construction workers from overseas.

“We need more people in the trades to fix the infrastructure, 
to improve our electricity power grids, to lower emissions, to 
build this country. We’re together; everybody, on this,” O’Regan 
said.

The current demand for workers continues to skyrocket with 
substantial investment in infrastructure by all three levels of 
government, and ever-increasing levels of private sector invest-
ment in Ontario fueling the demand for more skilled labour.

Said CDCO President, Mike Yorke: “There has never been a 
better time to get into the trades. Our members are constantly 
employed, earning great wages and benefits that enable them to 
provide a good life for themselves and their families.”

Yorke added, “More than that, for our Union’s members, 
carpentry isn’t just a job. Instead, what we are giving CDCO car-
penters is a life-long career, and an opportunity to quite literally 
build our country and our province.”

Through the apprenticeship programs offered by CCAT, 

CDCO members are given the highest standard of skills and 
safety training in the industry, whether in general carpentry, 
formwork, scaffolding, floor-laying, caulking, or any one of the 
other numerous areas of construction in which its apprentices 
are trained.

“Our facility is a revolving door for workers of all different 
backgrounds, ages and skill levels. From our pre-apprenticeship 
program to our continuing education courses, we have around 
5,000 members every year taking our courses,” said Cristina 
Selva, Executive Director of CCAT.

Sorbara emphasised the local need for this level of train-
ing, while noting, “York Region and the GTA are experiencing 
heightened demand for skilled trades.”

Through the CCAT and other training delivery agencies 
across Ontario, the CDCO has the capacity and knowledge to 
train the next generation of carpenters.

“We deal directly with unions because we know that they 
know exactly what their workforce needs and they provide 
really good hands-on training,” said O’Regan.

He added, “I’m really impressed with the facility here. 
They’re doing a heck of a job.”

CDCO’s Chief of Staff , Mark Lewis, noted that the industry 
was fortunate to have a Minister of Labour who “so clearly 
recognises the importance” of building the profile of the skilled 
trades.

He added, “Through our work together, with all of our 
industry and government partners, including the great support 
we’ve received right here in Woodbridge from MP Sorbara, we 
will continue to train our members to the highest standard in 
order to ensure that the Carpenters’ Union in Ontario contin-
ues to produce the best and most productive workforce in the 
industry.”

The CDCO is composed of 17 affiliated Local Unions of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners across Ontario. 
In total, 25,000 women and men are represented, and work in 
a wide range of skilled trades, including carpentry, drywall, 
resilient flooring, concrete formwork, underwater construction, 
welding, scaffolding, and a long list of other construction-
related work.

• mile N of village
• on the beach
• 2 storeys
• 6 bedrooms (4 AC)
• 2 kitchens
• 4 bathrooms +1 outside
• can be 2 apartments
• 2 car garage
• laundry room
• 6 tanks
• large porch & upper 

gallery facing sea
• fenced yard

Photos, details, negotiable price, contact:
mayarobeachhouse2022@gmail.com

HOUSE FOR SALE

Viewing end of July, early 
August by owner

MAYARO
TRINIDAD

https://tddental.ca/
http://smilevilledental.ca/
https://kamilali.ca/contact/
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Toronto – Ontario’s New Democrats will elect a new per-
manent leader the first week of March, 2023, after the party’s 
provincial council voted last week to set the rules of its leader-
ship race.

With rules now in place, leadership hopefuls will have until 
early December 2022 to register as candidates in the contest.

“It’s an exciting time to be a New Democrat in Ontario,” said 
party president Janelle Brady.

She added, “Our party is stronger than ever, and in 2023 we’ll 
be electing not only the next leader of the NDP, but the next 
premier of Ontario. We’re ready to show Ontarians that they can 
finally have a premier who fights for families and workers – fix-
ing health care, lifting wages up, and tackling the cost of living.”

Peter Tabuns has been selected to serve as interim leader 
of the Ontario NDP until the party elects its new permanent 
leader. He has temporarily taken up leadership from long-serv-
ing Andrea Horwath, who led the party as it secured Official 
Opposition status in back-to-back elections.

Last week the Ontario NDP provincial council adopted a 
full book of leadership contest rules, including a set of foun-
dational principles. Among those principles, the leadership 
contest must generate enthusiasm for the Ontario NDP, its ideas 
and principles; be positive, inclusive and accessible; and grow 
the membership of the party, including prioritising growth in 
equity-deserving communities.

Also, the detailed highlights of the leadership contest are the 
party’s next leader will be elected the first week of March, 2023, 
with registration deadline in early December this year. The new 
leader must be elected with greater than 50 percent plus-one 
vote from all ballots cast.

Andrea Horwath Peter Tabuns

New NDP leader in March, 2023

Ontario expands age eligibility for 4th booster vaccine
Toronto – The Ontario government in consultation with 

the Chief Medical Officer of Health has expanded eligibility for 
second booster doses to Ontarians aged 18 and over. The move 
provides an extra layer of protection to those who may need it.

As of July 14, eligible individuals can book an appointment 
through the Covid-19 vaccination portal or by calling the 
Provincial Vaccine Contact Centre at 1-833-943-3900.

Eligible individuals can also book an appointment directly 
through public health units that use their own booking systems, 
through Indigenous-led 
vaccination clinics, and 
at participating pharma-
cies.

Appointments are 
based on availabil-
ity, which may vary by 
region.

“As we continue 
to manage Covid-
19 for the long term, 
we’re expanding sec-
ond booster doses and 
extending the availabil-
ity of free rapid anti-
gen tests to give people 
the tools they need to 
stay safe and to ensure 
Ontario stays open,” said 
Sylvia Jones, Deputy 
Premier and Minister of Health.

She added, “Vaccines continue to be our best defence against 
Covid-19 and protecting our hospital capacity for those who 
need it most.”

Second booster doses are being offered at an interval of five 
months after an individual receives their first booster dose. 
While most individuals aged 18 to 59 years old will continue 
to have strong protection more than six months after their first 
booster dose, expanding second booster dose eligibility will 
ensure that Ontarians can make an informed decision based on 
their personal circumstances.

A new bivalent Covid-19 vaccine is anticipated to be approved 
by Health Canada this fall, which may offer more targeted pro-
tection against the omicron variants. Ontarians are encouraged 

to speak with their health care provider about whether getting a 
second booster dose now is right for them.

High-risk individuals who should get their second booster 
dose as soon as possible and many of whom have been eligible 
to do so for months include the following: individuals aged 60 
and over; and First Nation, Inuit and Métis individuals and their 
non-Indigenous household members aged 18 and over.

Also, and residents of a long-term care home, retirement 
home, or Elder Care Lodge, and older adults living in other 

congregate settings that 
provide assisted-living and 
health services; and indi-
viduals who are moderately 
to severely immunocom-
promised.

The Ontario govern-
ment will also continue to 
provide free rapid antigen 
tests to the general pub-
lic through existing chan-
nels like grocery stores and 
pharmacies, as well as to 
workplaces, schools, hos-
pitals, long-term care and 
retirement homes and 
other congregate settings 
until December 31, 2022.

“Expanding eligibility to 
second booster doses and 

providing continued access to testing will empower Ontarians 
to make the best decisions for their circumstances and help keep 
our communities safe,” said Dr Kieran Moore, Chief Medical 
Officer of Health.

Moore added, “Staying up to date on vaccination is the best 
protection against severe outcomes from Covid-19.”

As part of the province’s plan to stay open, Ontario is expand-
ing Ontario’s health care workforce, shoring-up domestic pro-
duction of critical supplies, and investing more than $40 billion 
for over 50 major hospital projects that will bring over 3,000 
new hospital beds.

Since the start of the pandemic, the province has added over 
8,600 health care professionals to the health care system with 
programs in place to recruit thousands more.

A nurse in Ontario readies a Covid-19 shot

https://rscargo.ca/
https://covid19.ontariohealth.ca/
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   Tel: 416-234-1446      8 Beamish Drive
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Mahatma Gandhi statue defaced

Get Covid-19 booster shots, observe health protocols, & stay informed

Cricket, flag-raising for T&T’s 60th events
From Page 1
eminent George Maharaj.

“I was honoured when I was asked by both 
Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago’s Consulates 
to organise the operations of this epic tourna-
ment between these two West Indian coun-
tries for the only sport that unites the entire 
Caribbean,” Maharaj said.

The match is a T30 affair starting at 1:00 pm, 
and will include entertainment by DJ Bad Lad, 
The Toronto Tassa Group, Pan Man Pat and his 
strolling steelband, and the Crab and Callaloo 
percussion orchestra. It is free to the public.

Another event, a virtual one, Tringo-Can: 
Bridging the Two Countries, takes place on 
August 21, starting 3:00 pm. It will be hosted 
by the Trinidad and Tobago Association of 
Ottawa, and will feature highlights of the his-
tory and culture of Trinidad and Tobago, par-
ticularly those events that intersect with the 
history of Canada.

There will be presentations by eminent edu-
cators, resident in both Trinidad and Tobago 
and Canada. Snippets of cultural exposés will 
put the presentations into perspective. Register 
here, or email tandtassociation@gmail.com.

Also among the events will be a special 
illumination of the Toronto Sign at Nathan 
Phillips Square, starting 9:00 am on August 27 
to 9:00 am the next day. To coincide with the 

Trinidad and Tobago Festival at Yonge-Dundas 
Square, the Toronto Sign will be illuminated in 
red, white, and black.

There will also be a flag raising at Mississauga 
Celebration Square at 2:00 pm on August 30. 
This event is organised by the Trinidad and 
Tobago Association of Ontario.

Another flag raising, along with a cultural 
show, will take place at the St Nedela Church 
Hall in Ajax on August 31, from 10:00 am to 
noon.

This event is spearheaded by the Trinidad 
and Tobago 50 Plus and Seniors Association, the 
Durham Trinidad and Tobago Independence 
Committee, and the Trinidad and Tobago 
Heritage Group, under the auspices of the 
Consulate General.

Spaces are limited and registration is 
required. To indicate interest in attending in 
person, email shanesuepaul@gmail.com, or 
d.sandradavis@gmail.com.

Virtual attendance is also available: click 
here, or check out the Consulate’s Facebook 
page to view the livestream.

August 31 will also see a special illumination 
of Niagara Falls in red, white, and black. The 
Falls will be lit for the first time in honour of 
Trinidad and Tobago’s Independence, starting 
10:00 p.m. to 10:15 p.m. It can also be viewed 
live at the Niagara Falls’ website.

From Page 1
not considering re-implementation of public 
health measures such as mask mandates.

He said, “… [We’re] not considering rec-
ommending to government any further pub-
lic health measures. I think Ontarians have 
been prudent, have been cautious. When I go 
indoors or take public transit, many people my 
age continue to wear a mask, and I think that’s 
brilliant.”

Meanwhile, Rambihar noted earlier this 
week that while the pandemic is not over, “we 
are almost there”.

He is a pioneer in studying community 
health, particularly among South Asians. He 
also works closely with the Indo-Caribbean 
and Caribbean community in the Greater 
Toronto and Hamilton Area.

Said Rambihar: “We are much better off 
than we were a year ago, and two years ago. We 
are now in a transition phase of getting back to 
normal, close to the end of the pandemic, but 
with Covid-19 likely continuing for a long time 
as endemic, requiring regular vaccines, and 
hopefully producing only mild illness.”

Rambihar also noted that Ontario was “now 
in a new wave from variants of the Covid-19 
omicron variant, which has replaced the alpha, 

beta, gamma and delta variants”. It means 
remaining vigilant, and continuing to follow 
Public Health Guidelines, which are updated 
and available online, he stated.

“The newest variant of concern is BA.2.75, a 
subvariant of BA2, which is a subvariant of the 
omicron variant, which is a subvariant of the 
original Covid-19 virus, with variant BA.4 and 

BA.5 still causing infections,” he said.
Additionally, “Variants are part of the biol-

ogy of viruses, which often mutate and change. 
Each variant brings new properties, like how 
easy they are to transmit, and how serious is 
the infection, which vaccines and public health 
measures help to prevent.”

Rambihar noted it was known that Covid-
19 is still present, and that its spread was 
increasing again due to the variants  that 
“appear to spread more easily, but likely pro-
duce less severe illness”.

He added, “Vaccines and recent infection 
will help prevent infection, and make infection 
from these variants much less severe, often 
mild, and sometimes without symptoms. To 
prevent infection and spread, we need to con-
tinue to get vaccines and boosters, and use the 
usual other methods we know work well.”

The Ontario Public Health website updat-
ed to July 2022 advises using, “Layers of pro-
tection, including getting vaccinated, staying 

home when sick or with symptoms of Covid-
19, practicing physical distancing, and avoid-
ing crowded spaces, spending time outdoors 
or in well-ventilated indoor spaces, wearing a 
well-fitted mask in indoor or enclosed public 
settings (for example, public transit), and prac-
ticing respiratory etiquette and washing hands 
should continue to be promoted for all.”

Rambihar advised that everyone should get 
the Covid-19 vaccine second booster now, and 
not wait for a new one, “since current vaccines 
prevent severe illness and hospitalisation from 
these newer variants now, and vaccines against 
variants will not be available for at least six 
months”.

He added, “Keeping up-to-date with vac-
cines and boosters will help prevent serious 
illness, hospitalisations and death from Covid-
19 infection. All children, age six months to 17 
years, are also now eligible to receive a Covid-
19 vaccine according to Health Canada, and 
parents should discuss this with their child’s 
health care provider.”

These measures, and getting the fourth vac-
cine for those eligible, are especially important 
for the more vulnerable, seniors, especially 
over 80 years, and those in higher risk situa-
tions like medical illness, crowded housing or 
care homes, and so on, he stated.

“Preventing getting Covid-19 infection 
and reinfection are also important to reduce 
the chance of serious illness, and to prevent 
Long Covid-19, or long term consequences of 
Covid-19, which can be serious,” he said.

Rambihar also advised, “If we follow these 
and future updates to Public Health Guidelines, 
we should be able to keep this new wave of 
Covid-19 in Ontario small and less severe, 
and look forward to enjoying the rest of the 
summer, and the year and years to come, with 
less concern and impact from Covid-19 and its 
variants.”

Ontario Public Health website - click on image to visit site

From Page 1
accomplishments.

According to police and media reports, the 
five-metre high statue was defaced with graffiti 
scrawled on its base that stated “Rapist”, and 
“Khalistan”. It has resided at its location, which 
is a Peace Park, for over three decades.

York Regional Police’s spokesperson 
Constable Amy Boudreau told the media the 
desecration was being considered as a “hate 
bias motivated incident”. 

Boudreau added that York Regional Police 
does not tolerate hate crimes in any form.

“Those who victimise others based on race, 
national or ethnic origin, language, colour, 
religion, age, gender, gender identity, gender 
expression and the like, will be prosecuted to 
the fullest extent of the law,” she said.

Additionally, “We recognise that communi-
ty-wide impact of hate crimes is far reaching, 
and we do vigorously investigate all occurrenc-
es of hate crimes, and any hate bias incidents.”

Responding to the incident, the Consulate 
General of India in Toronto, and the High 
Commission of India in Ottawa both con-
demned the vandalism via tweets.

The Consulate General declared that it was 
“distressed”, while describing the act as a “crim-
inal, hateful act of vandalism”.

The High Commission said it was “deep-
ly anguished”, and that the crime had led 
to “increased concern and insecurity” in the 
Indian community.

On Monday, Citizenship and Multi-
culturalism minister, Michael Ford, visited 
Vishnu Mandir, and expressed solidarity with 
the community.

“…I had the opportunity to meet with 
members of our Hindu community at Vishnu 
Mandir and assured community leaders that 
acts of vandalism have no place in our prov-
ince,” Ford tweeted afterwards.

Also, earlier this week, Vishnu Mandir’s 
executive indicated a plan was underway to 
install security cameras in the area.

Robin Doobay, a member of the temple 
executive, said the mandir will now install 
security cameras to monitor the Peace Park 
within the temple complex, where the statue 
stands. He added that Vishnu Mandir was 
receiving police support and also advice on the 
security upgrade for the Peace Park.

https://www.publichealthontario.ca/
https://TrinGo-Can.eventbrite.ca
www.maxxpro.ca
https://www.facebook.com/ttconsulatetoronto
https://www.niagarafallslive.com/
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/


season; then there was the plum season; and there was cherry 
season. The pomerac season was the shortest but the best, with 
the thrill of victory in acquiring these delicious fruit before they 
disappeared off the trees, taken in the night by the rapacious 
paws of squirrels, or the skin-gloved hands of monkeys; or were 

picked by birds to expose the soft white interior 
beneath the rosy outer red of its exocarp.

Adults lived in a similar world that was driven 
by seasons wholly different to the alien ones 
about which we were writing school examina-
tions. They had what was called “crop season”.

Now this was not a time of “mist and mellow fruitfulness” as 
we were being taught in school about the poetry of the English 
poet, John Keats. Our reality was far from the romantic world 
that was being opened up to us with foreign books.

Instead, for the adults there was, “crop season”, a time when 
all eyes were glued in the direction of burning fields of sugar 
canes that lit up the nights with towers of orange flames.

This was a time of unending fatigue for our parents from 
long days of the sugar cane harvest. It was hard physical labour 
working in the fields, and no time to rest, with the sugar fac-
tory grinding day and night, since the appetite by foreigners for 
sugar was insatiable.

Then one day we took our eyes off the ground, lifting them 
upwards, beyond ripening mangoes swinging in groups, and 
past the sugar factory’s chimney stacks belching smoke that 
sometimes entered our houses as dark mists of fruitlessness.

We heard about it on the radio. A man had walked on the 
moon the day before. The moon took on new significance. 
We left our marbles behind. The men paused from sharpening 
blades for the next day’s gardening and looked up to the sky.

Our mothers ceased fretting about mud caked inside the 
pockets of school pants; or looked up from close-sighted hem-
ming of a pair of pants, or shelling peas that pinged into a basin.

A neighbour with the one television in the village, a 21-inch 
Sylvania black and white that caught the signal using lengthy 
rabbit ears, invited us to watch the 7 o’ clock news. The children 
sat on the floor in rows at the front, with the tallest boy among 
us shoulder-to-shoulder with the crowded adults at the back.

We witnessed a tiny man with a raspy voice taking giant leaps 
inside the grey landscape beyond the television screen. The next 
day we returned to looking at the ground, where our parents 
laboured among burnt sugar canes, and we pitched our marbles.

I t was July, 1969, when the US put the first man on the 
moon. I was a young boy then, with eyes that looked down 
more to the ground at homemade toys, spinning tops, or at 

marbles pooled like drops of water in a ring drawn in the dust.
Said ring was always proportionately drawn by the tallest 

boy among us, who also had the biggest foot, 
for which he put a heel to good use as a pivot, 
crouched down, and then spun like a dervish 
to perform a complete 360 degrees with a stick 
inserted between the big and second toes.

We cycled through phases playing in the dirt, 
which constantly drew irate responses from our overworked 
mothers when it came to wash-time, both for laundry, and our 
reluctant baths with cold water drawn from a rain-barrel.

I recall how the sides of our pants, notably around the pock-
ets, were always chronically, and permanently ground-in with 
streaks of the red, iron dirt; our faces were similarly stained, 
and was as sticky as gorilla glue, a mix of dirt and dried-out 
cane juice from our purloining of sugar canes from the always 
accessible, maturing fields.

But our eyes were mostly glued to the ground before us, 
where we were at our best pitching marbles. We lobbed our 
marbles at the ring, then stooping and taking careful aim, tried 
to knock out an opponent’s aggie, or a coveted cat’s eye, while 
avoiding the heavier, chip-inducing iron ball-bearings.

To knock out an opponent’s marble from the ring meant 
outright possession. Claiming it as our own, the marble was 
promptly deposited into a pocket burgeoning with wins, along 
with accompanying payloads of dirt that inevitably contrib-
uted to our mothers’ wash-day nightmares, and a litany of dire 
threats that perhaps we would not reach adulthood.

If our eyes ever lifted off the dry, dusty dirt that generously 
coated feet, hands, and smudged the sides of pants, other than 
preparatory to fleeing from a pursuing mother weilding flailing, 
sudsy arms, ill-intent legibly etched in the grimace and her nar-
rowed eyes, then it was upwards with a hopeful gaze among the 
trees in the distant hills, which we were assessing for maturing 
fruits from our own, homegrown seasons.

Now back home in those days, there was a plethora of sea-
sons: nothing like what we were being taught at school, which 
was about spring, summer, autumn, and winter.

In my day, we had real seasons that were meaningful and rel-
evant to the world that we were growing up in: there was mango 

and Israel, with NSDC Secretary Oleksiy Danilov and other 
senior officials present. Yermak envisioned CCD as “an inter-
national hub for collecting and analysing information, to ensure 
Ukraine’s security”, a centre for “information warfare”! Its head, 
Polina Lysenko, invited contributions to their work.

A sample of this work is a report on remarks made by retired 
Virginia Senator and US Marine Colonel R. Black, 
to the Schiller Institute, a multi-national organisa-
tion working for “a just global economic order and 
classical cultural renaissance.” CCD censured him 
for being pro-Russian, saying, “In the last three 
months, in all his interviews, R. Black notes that 

he “breaks his heart when he sees a video where Ukrainian 
forces criminally kill Russian guys.” [sic]

What Colonel Black said was, “It just breaks my heart when I 
look at the faces of young Russian boys, who have been gunned 
down — in some cases very criminally — by Ukrainian forces. 
And likewise, I see Ukrainian young men, who are being slaugh-
tered on the battlefield. We don’t care! The United States and 
NATO, we do not care how many Ukrainians die. Not civilians, 
not women, not children, not soldiers. We do not care.” By dis-
torting Black and omitting key words, the CCD is creating, not 
countering disinformation! It should change its name to Centre 
for Creating Disinformation!

US media persist in accusing China of “oppression, enslave-
ment and genocide of the Uyghurs” in Xinjiang, despite the UN 
Human Rights Commission’s failure to find any evidence of this. 
Rather like President George Bush’s ignoring Hans Blix’s official 
report that Saddam Hussein had no weapons of mass destruc-
tion. By contrast, the American Civil Liberties Union has shown 
that enslavement of prisoners is rife in many US states, but 
barely publicised. 

The Jews of Venezuela have long denied any suppression 
by the Maduro government, as alleged sometime ago by a 
Washington paper. They corrected the paper, but it rejected the 
correction!

The US president is arming Ukraine, while US politicians 
wage a war of insulting words, for example, Tennessee Democrat 
Steve Cohen accuses Russia’s Lavrov of  being “disconnected 
from reality, morality, humanity and sensitivity,”  a “ level of 
depravity …consistent with the reprehensible, repugnant and 
reptilian conduct of Putin’s government”. The US is not at war 
with Russia, yet, but malignant words flourish!

The leading Western nations, US and Britain, are steeped 
in disinformation, having used it widely in society, and 
for a long time. Just a few examples, the tip of the ice-

berg, will illustrate.
World War II propaganda successfully convinced the world 

that the Allies: Britain and the US, were the most virtuous of 
nations, and their citizens all honourable and 
trustworthy. This propaganda was spread even in 
schools, and accepted as truth, just as their propa-
ganda machine wants us to do now. 

After WWII, Guyanese media habitually cop-
ied British news and views, including sports, 
and helped to publicise their athletes, one of whom was long-
distance runner Gordon Pirie, painted as invincible, yet at the 
Olympics in 1952, an unsung Czech, Emil Zatopek, beat him 
and won three gold medals: 5,000 metres, 10,000 metres, and 
Marathon, although entering the third at the last minute!

The BBC and Pathé, the latter shown by Movietone News 
before every film show, did not tell of Zatopek. Nor of tennis 
star, Jaroslav Drobny, until he won two Wimbledon cham-
pionships in the early 1950s, beating highly-touted US and 
Australian players. Thereafter, I nearly always rooted for foreign 
names whenever I saw them in competition, and made a silent 
pledge to write about them.

In 1953, UK and US press startled the world declaring that 
the new leftist government in British Guiana was another Cuba, 
threatening the West, promoting communism, chaos, social 
conflicts, and subversion of law and order. So, Churchill sent 
troops and a warship to restore order. But the soldiers were flab-
bergasted by the prevailing peace and quiet, wondering whether 
they were in the wrong country; the only contest they found was 
a cricket match between BG and Trinidad!

To support Churchill, British press had even distorted min-
isters’ statements, for example, they quoted Education Minister 
Forbes Burnham as proposing  to instil communism in all youth 
by revising the curriculum and textbooks of schools to give 
them a true socialist outlook instead of what he had written, “… 
to give them a true Guianese socialist and realistic outlook.” 

Today, the Center for Countering Disinformation is a part of 
Ukraine’s President Zelenskyy’s National Security and Defense 
Council, formed over a year ago, and introduced by Andriy 
Yermak, head of Zelenskyy’s Office, to the heads of NATO and 
EU missions in Ukraine, ambassadors of G7 nations, Finland, 
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Covid-19 not over
Editorial

TThe Covid-19 pandemic is not yet over, the World 
Health Organisation warned last week. As it noted, 
Covid-19 cases are rising across the world, with the 

highly transmissible BA.5 subvariant of omicron spreading 
at a “very intense level”.

As it noted, omicron subvariants as BA.4 and BA.5 are 
now driving more waves of new cases, hospitalisations, and 
deaths throughout the world.

Said Director General Tedros Adhanom, “The virus is 
running freely and countries are not effectively managing 
the disease burden. New waves of the virus demonstrate 
again that Covid-19 is nowhere near over.”

As further evidence of the pandemic’s ongoing tenacity, 
earlier this month the international Emergency Committee 
on Covid-19 concluded that the coronavirus is still a public 
health emergency of global concern.

In its statement, the committee reiterated that rising 
cases, ongoing viral evolution, and pressure on health 
services in a number of countries meant Covid-19 still 
remains an emergency.

As it also noted, Covid-19 cases reported to the WHO 
rose by 30 percent at the start of July, although increased 
population immunity, largely from vaccines, has seen a 
“decoupling” of cases from hospitalisations and deaths.

At this time, the latest wave of infections is being driven 
by the BA.5 subvariant, which is now the globally dominant 
version of the coronavirus. As the WHO noted, it has seen 
a substantial increase in reports of BA.5 cases over the last 
month, with global growth expected to continue.

According to a Washington Post report last week, federal 
data from the US indicate that the BA.4 and BA.5 subvari-
ants make up about 80 percent of the coronavirus now 
circulating in the country.

It also revealed that Britain is facing a similar surge. 
According to the latest statistical estimates, the last week 
in June saw one in 25 people infected with Covid-19 in 
Britain. It is now allowing a second booster shot for people 
older than 75, and others with weakened immune systems.

Also, an infection surge across Europe last week prompt-
ed health regulators to recommend a second booster for 
high-risk groups in its efforts to combat the spread of the 
subvariants. The European Center for Disease Prevention 
and Control last week urged governments to prepare “for 
a next expected wave in the autumn and winter seasons”.

The BA.5 variant is now present in Canada. Last week 
Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer Kieran Moore revealed that 
the province is now into its seventh wave of the Covid-19 
pandemic, and that it was being fuelled by the BA.5 sub-
variant, now the dominant strain in Ontario.

Last week Ontario expanded eligibility for fourth vac-
cine booster shots to all adults between 18-59 years old.

A similar precarity exists in our Caribbean home-
lands, with Pan-American Health Organisation director 
Dr Carissa F. Etienne last week revealing that a new wave 
of infections in the Americas was being driven by the BA.4 
and BA.5 variants.

Said Dr Etienne: “In the US, BA.4 and BA.5 are the pre-
dominant sub-variant strains, and an increasing number 
of countries in Latin America and the Caribbean are also 
reporting these sub-lineages.”

Late last week, Trinidad and Tobago’s Chief Medical 
officer Dr Roshan Parasram revealed the BA.5 variant had 
been detected among 20 samples that were sent for genom-
ic testing at the UWI in early July. BA.5 was also detected 
in St Lucia and Belize.

The evidence is compelling that the Covid-19 pandemic 
is not yet over. As PAHO’s health emergencies director Dr 
Ciro Ugarte stated, “People begin to have a false sense of 
security thinking that everything is back to normal, but 
when a virus is transmitted from person to person, this 
leads to more mutations, generating other variants that 
may be transmitted more quickly.”

We must keep in mind the caution issued by PAHO’s Dr 
Etienne: “The emergence of BA.4 and BA.5 is yet another 
reminder that the virus keeps evolving every time it is 
transmitted; and that we must remain vigilant.”

Mohan 
Ragbeer

Romeo
Kaseram
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That time when we looked upwards from the ground

Media dishonesty
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Dear Editor,
I write in support of the editorial ‘Saudi investment delega-

tion’, which was published in Stabroek News earlier this month. 
I believe President, Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali, blundered in wel-
coming this delegation at the Arthur Chung Conference Centre 
on July 8, 2022.

In the first place, I believe his Arabian outfit was totally inap-
propriate. He was addressing the delegates in his own country 
in his capacity as host and President of Guyana, a country of six 
races and multiple religions.

This was not a religious or a cultural function. His  choice 
of attire was not representative of the Guyanese dress code, and 
created the impression of pandering.

The Editorial quotes the Head of the Saudi delegation as 
requesting “a special desk under your presidency or even in 
one of the ministries that handles Saudi investments and look 
after Saudi investors”, to which President Ali is reported as 

Saudi desk unacceptable at Guyana’s finance ministry

T&T must vote, work together to make the nation whole again

Govt’s response to Buxton a microcosm of what is needed throughout the rest of Guyana

Irfaan Ali

Dear Editor,
The PNM has failed the people of Trinidad and 

Tobago once again. While they are seemingly ham-
strung and unable to provide solutions to the plethora 
of problems plaguing the nation, government officials 
are in the news handing out awards and homes every 
day to their supporters, while significant issues remain 
unsolved.

Water woes continue to be the most critical and 
long-lasting problem that tens of thousands of people 
have learned to live with daily. Road maintenance just 
cannot be solved with cheap fixes using substandard 
solutions. The same goes for public water pipes that are 
continuously fixed and re-fixed, but do not stay work-
ing for long.

The ongoing problem of copper theft that has dis-
rupted the telecommunication service of thousands of 
people is another seemingly intractable issue they are incapable 
of fixing.

The president of Scrap Iron Dealers Association, Allan 
Ferguson, has been begging the government for months to work 
with them to stop this debacle before it gets worse.

Still, the only solution that Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley 
could find was to temporarily shut down the entire industry, 
risking employment for thousands of people in sectors such as 
shipping, export, and food, with millions of foreign exchange 
dollars at stake.

This brings us to the crime situation. The Police Force (I used 
the word force instead of service, for that is how many people 
see it) is in a quandary in handling the surge in robberies and 
killings.

Despite the numbers, the acting Commissioner of Police 
McDonald Jacob refuses to acknowledge that there is a problem.

Can Gary Griffith make a difference? He seems to think he 
can. But for things to change for the better, the underlying con-
ditions must first be addressed.

The ruling party cannot be seen as corrupt with zero 
accountability without influencing the entire population.

When the people voted for two known evil entities, one 
for government and the other one for the Opposition, that 
gave the young people who commit most of the crimes a carte 
blanche cheque to form their own crime syndicate, saying that 
“Everyone thief ” is no way to run a country. We have now 
become a nation of lawbreakers, instead of a nation of laws.

The Opposition is of no use in this scenario, as they have 
shown that during their five years in government, with every 
opportunity to fix all the woes the party of Eric Williams has 
wrought over the years, they allowed themselves to be painted as 
corrupt. However, that may be the one thing the PNM got right, 
since no one knows more about corruption.

Unless the government and its ministers can financially and 
politically benefit from the solution, their quick fix is to close it 
down to “save taxpayers money”, and to hell with the long-term 
impact on livelihoods.

Petrotrin, Caroni, and so many other government-controlled 

Dear Editor,
Guyana’s Prime Minister Brigadier (ret’d) Mark Phillips and 

eight government ministers descended on Buxton on July 5 in 
an outreach that attracted more people than the roadside peace-
ful picketing.

It is a tale of two objectives. The gov-
ernment wants to listen to the people, and 
respond to their needs. The protest where 
Dr Hinds was prominent and MP Duncan 
was cheerleading was apparently meant 
to stir up animosity and hatred for the 
government.

If the Complaints Authority had 
announced that three policemen would 
be charged, why were they still protesting? 
There have been many people over the 
years who died in police custody, or who 
died by accident involving police drivers 
and justice was not done. But they did not 
all resort to roadside terrorism of beating 
innocent people, lighting fires, looting, 
and creating fear and mayhem.

To have national unity and One Guyana, we have to acknowl-
edge the good of the other side. It cannot always be tactics of 
“Expose, Oppose, and Depose” all the time. That is toxic for our 
poor nation struggling for better days.

When we fight among ourselves, the imperialist corporations 
are fetching away our oil, gold, and natural resources while we 
remain beggars.

I commend those Buxton residents who chose “problem-
solving” over unhelpful and destructive actions meant for 

political demonisation. And such engagement yielded some 
good results.

The news headline said, “Request fulfilled on the spot! Sport 
Minister delivers equipment to Buxtonians.” Within half an 
hour of a making a request for assistance at the Ministerial 

Outreach, residents of Buxton were pre-
sented with critical pieces of equipment 
that will help youths in the village, sports-
men, and women. Government minister 
Charles Ramson made a commitment at 
the meeting that a pair of modern, profes-
sional fibre glass basketball backboards and 
hoops, a John Deere tractor, and grasscut-
ters would be delivered within 30 minutes, 
and it was done.

The Minister reminded the residents that 
the commitment made by President Irfaan 
Ali to resurface the road was completed, 
and Ramson’s commitment to deliver on 
the eight 50-feet concrete poles with lights 
and underground wiring was also fulfilled. 

Nation, isn’t this what we all want in all 
our villages? We want our birth certificates, drivers licenses, 
passports, tax clearances, TIN numbers, ID cards, NIS benefits, 
house lots, roads built, connections for water and electricity, 
requests for information on public projects, and all government 
services, and so on, in a quick, efficient manner.

Let us follow the Buxton example in all things.
All the issues raised at the Buxton forum are not unique to 

Buxton. They are universal, and reflect every village in Guyana 
– bad roads, unresponsive government bureaucracies, unem-

responding: “As of today, there will be a Saudi Arabia Desk in 
the Ministry of Finance”.

I agree with the Editorial that, “Any locating of a desk at the 
Ministry of Finance for Saudi Arabia is wholly unacceptable and 
must not be permitted”.

Not only is such a desk in the Ministry of Finance unprec-
edented, but also, it creates the perception of preferential treat-
ment to the Saudis.

Guyana has been attracting investors from countries which 
have been providing aid to the country for decades. These 
countries are now likely to conclude that, with a Saudi desk in 
the Ministry of Finance that operates out of the Office of the 
President, their investors will not be on a level playing field, but 
at a disadvantage.

President Ali should tread carefully in making accommoda-
tions for new friends.

Harry Hergash, Toronto, via email.

industries fell to the axe, when keeping them going 
would have placed us better off financially and securi-
ty-wise in the long run.

The PNM government cannot be allowed to hold 
certain areas for ransom because they are from another 
party. If a fixed sum is allocated to regional corpora-
tions in the Central government’s budget, then with-
holding or delaying that money is inexcusable.

The UNC-controlled corporations have suffered 
from this for years. Now let us see if Tobago will also 
face the same fate now that the PNM has lost all but 
one of its Tobago seats. Will they receive the funds they 
need to make Tobago the paradise it was meant to be, 
or will the Central government water down the budget, 
crying paucity of funds?

The unions are of little value; they had a great 
opportunity when they partnered with the UNC dur-

ing the People’s Partnership debacle; however, the union leaders’ 
quest for power saw them squandering a unique opportunity to 
be relevant on a national scale.

They are now back to wasting their members’ time and 
money by only being relevant to their members. So, every elec-
tion, they swing back and forth between supporting the PNM or 
the UNC. They go with the party that promises the most gold.

So, what is a disillusioned person to do? Many of them have 
thrown up their hands and given up voting altogether. To fix 
that and make the country whole again, we must invite all the 
citizens to participate in the solution by voting, not with the 
current state of the Elections and Boundaries Commission, who 
will have you jump through hoops to register, but using simply 
any government-issued ID, such as a birth certificate, a driver’s 
licence, or an official ID card.

The ink-stained finger is the ultimate proof that you can 
only be permitted to vote once. We want the people to get more 
involved, not less.

Rex Chookolingo, Trinidad and Tobago, via email.

ployment, bread and justice, better pay, no discrimination, bet-
ter policing, and so on.

Most villages that solidly voted for the PPP/Civic feel 
neglected for the longest while, but the government showed 
great magnanimity at Buxton. What is missing is that people 
need to connect the renegotiation of the oil contracts to give us 
more money to meet the multitudinous needs of every village.

That is what we should be peacefully protesting about all 
over the country. Without renegotiation that will give us more 
money, when would the turn come for other villages to get 
their needs met on the spot, or delivered within half an hour, as 
occurred with Buxton?

People should not begrudge the Buxton folks, although they 
have not voted for the PPP/Civic, or will never vote for the 
party. In 2020, the PPP/Civic got 83 votes there, while the PNC 
received 2,342 votes.

All Guyanese must share in the national pie, but all Guyanese 
must unite and protest the bad oil contract. I believe if we are 
united about renegotiation, then the government will appreciate 
that support, and approach the oil companies with that “super 
power” given to it by a united Guyana.

The PPP/Civic can use that “Buxton approach” to secure 
mass support for renegotiation. Opposition leader Aubrey 
Norton simply needs to apologise to the nation on behalf of the 
PNC for the bad contract, and the PPP must say it will honour 
its solemn election pledge to the people to renegotiate.

It is our wealth and our country, and we must care. We are 
the richest country in Caricom, but we live like paupers, and our 
currency is even lower than Haiti’s. That must change soon: “A 
people united, cannot be defeated.”

Dr Jerry Jailall, NC, via email.

Gary Griffith

Mark Phillips

McDonald Jacob

https://www.stabroeknews.com/2022/07/11/opinion/editorial/saudi-investment-delegation/
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Optics by Guyana head seem to turn diplomatic protocol upside down

Pause headlong rush in seeking foreign investment

Good, bad, & ugly in assessing West Indies cricket

Dear Editor,
The caricature of Guyana’s President Irfaan 

Ali masquerading in an immaculate thobe/
dishdasha with the full keffiyeh headgear could 
easily be mistaken for a Saudi Prince welcom-
ing other Arab dignitaries in Riyadh or Mecca. 
The missing Al-Masjid al-Harām, with its tow-
ering minarets in the background, was the only 
giveaway that the meeting was taking place 
elsewhere.

Cultural appropriation by the Head of State 
of a host country adapting the garb of his guests 
is quite an odd sight. It begs the question as to 
whether Ali’s intention was to express his cul-
tural and religious affinity to Saudi Arabia, or 
to graciously respond to the 65-member strong 
Saudi delegation that has signaled its resolve 
to establish serious trade and investment rela-
tions following diplomatic ties between the two 
countries in February, 2012.

I do remember, with some embarrassment, 
the affectionate bear hug that Prime Minister 
Modi extended to former President Donald 
Trump in Texas, and George Bush’s awkward 
jig, warming up to the tantalising drumbeat of 
some West African performers.

Canadian Prime Minister Trudeau’s splashy 
fashion statement, donning glittering Indian 
outfits with his family on a visit to India cre-
ated quite a stir, particularly in Canada.

It should be noted that all the latter optics, 
whether spontaneous or calculated, were done 
by visiting Heads of State in a host coun-
try. Guyana’s overture to the Saudi delegation 

seems to turn the traditional diplomatic proto-
col upside down.

One should hardly question the economic 
benefits that could accrue to Guyana from the 
relationship, due to the technical knowledge 
and investment capacity that the Saudi’s bring 
to the table, considering that Saudi Arabia, the 
19th largest economy in the world, is one of the 

Guyana President Ali addressing a visiting Saudi delegation earlier this month

Dear Editor,
Politics in Guyana regularly throws up a 

cluster of Orwellian tropes.
Within the space of a week, we had the 

National Toshaos Conference where the agen-
da was initially set by government officials (as 
opposed to the Toshaos). And then the utterly 
bizarre spectacle of the Head of State, President 
Irfaan Ali, dressed as a Saudi sheik impulsively 
announcing the setting up a Saudi desk at the 
Finance Ministry.

It is one thing to welcome investment 
through official channels and institutions, and 
with due process (Is Go-Invest still operating?).

major global producers of oil and gas.
Currently, Guyana suffers from a paucity of 

knowledge and skills in the field of oil produc-
tion, refining, and marketing, and the relevant 
expertise that the Saudis offer could be a wel-
come boon to the fledgling oil producer.

To the tightly-knit Muslim community, pri-
marily Sunnis, which constitutes about seven 
percent of Guyana’s population, the recent visit 
of a strong delegation from Saudi Arabia will 
delight Muslim organisations already the recip-
ient of largesse from their oil-rich benefactor. 
The establishment of a Saudi embassy in 2012 
strengthened the bonds between Guyanese 
Muslims and the seat of Islam.  

Over the years, the flow of Arab funding 

to the Muslim community has witnessed the 
founding of a number of impressive Islamic 
centres and masjids across Guyana. It all comes 
at a price of tightening alliance and loyalty to 
the Wahabi strand of Sunni Islam, away from 
the more liberal practices of their ancestral 
roots in the Indian subcontinent. From my 
own experience in the 1980s, I witnessed a 
sudden change in a number of female Muslim 
students in high school insisting on the wear-
ing of the hijab, which coincided with the 
infusion of Libyan money and influence in 
the Muslim community. The stark break from 
subcontinental influence became evident as 
the return of young missionaries from Saudi 
Arabia, indoctrinated in the conservative 
school of Wahabism, discouraged the learning 
of Urdu, prominently featured in the lyrics of 
Bollywood music. 

The subtle intrusion of Arab influence is 
observed through the wearing of the burka by 
some Muslim women, awaking to a new idea of 
modesty, and more Muslims generally request-
ing special time for prayers on a daily basis.

The practice of prayer-time is not new in 
Guyana, but the frequency with which it is 
demanded is a relatively new phenomenon. 
Any moral and spiritual education, combined 
with economic benefits arising from the Arab 
connection are welcome, providing that it does 
not lead to further division in an already frac-
tured country.

Speaking about morals, which encompasses 
human rights, has the Jamal Khashoggi episode 
featured in any element of bilateral discus-
sions?

Optics can be deceiving, and even those 
regally attired in flowing lily white thobe and 
gold trimmed keffiyeh in the Holy Land, can 
exhibit a darker side of hate, trickery, and 
murder.

Ramdular Singh, via email.

It is quite another to assiduously court 
investment from a country engaged in a long-
standing war with and blockade of its poorer 
neighbour (Yemen), a country that accords 
fewer rights to half of its population (women), 
and a country recently implicated in the brutal 
murder of a journalist, Jamal Khashoggi.

As allegations of corruption linked to anoth-
er outsize actor on the world stage swirl in the 
wake of the Vice Media programmes, Guyana 
needs to pause and assess its options and its 
approach to seeking investment.

Have we completely lost the plot?
Isabelle de Caires, Guyana, via email.

Dear Editor,
Despite the customary lack of consistency 

in West Indies cricket, there is still much good 
there. West Indies are the second most domi-
nant team at the World Cup, having won four 
trophies behind only the Aussies, who have six.

This is no trifling thing when one considers 
that West Indies cricket has outclassed great 
teams like India, England and New Zealand, 
who have massively superior cricketing infra-
structure, finances, and a much larger talent 
pool to draw from than Cricket West Indies do.

West Indies have clearly punched very far 
above our own weight in cricket’s blue ribbon 
event, and have in the process knocked out 
the world’s biggest giants while singing Jimmy 
Cliff ’s The Harder They Come along the fun 
ride.

Who can forget epic West Indies entertain-
ers like Darren Sammy, the only cricket cap-
tain to lift the T20 World Cup trophy twice, 
or the legendary thrillers thrown down by 
‘sensational’ Sunil Narine, ‘Marvellous’ Marlon 
Samuels, and the colossus of all finishers, 
Carlos Braithwaite, in the finals.

The bad of West Indies cricket is a gross 
inconsistency that CWI’s Director of Cricket 
Jimmy Adams himself recently admitted to in 
the media. This inconsistency begins at the top 
of CWI, with the most impressive utterances 
that never manifest themselves on the pitch 
against the game’s top teams, apart from T20 
International cricket.

These baffling utterances are all the more so 
because it often involves the incomprehensible 
mention of unavailability of the top players in 

international cricket like Sunil, Carlos, Evin 
Lewis, and Shimron Hetmyer from the West 
Indies cricket teams. Can anybody at the CWI 
fathom the fact that the buck stops with them 
as the leaders in this confounding matter?

This situation is arguably the greatest failure 
in management in modern sport, when one 
considers the plethora of world-beating cricket 
talent always unavailable to the West Indies 
cricket team.

Somebody needs to remind CWI that the 
first law of management is that “a poor work-
man always blames his tools” or players. This is 
the bad of West Indies cricket.

The ‘ugly’ is the most saddening sight in 
any sport as several West Indies cricket players 
are regularly caught on international cameras 
laughing and having great fun in the dugout 
while West Indies lose badly in recent matches. 
This is the high form of treason in sport, and 
after West Indies have been badly battered to 
lose the ODI cricket series to relative newcom-
ers Bangladesh. The question must now be put 
to them: “Do you really care about the WI?”

Perhaps the scariest ‘ugly’ of West Indies 
cricket is that now other teams seem to have 
prodigiously taken to brazenly mocking the 
‘men in maroon’ in the middle as they easily 
crush us, and these images are then broadcast 
before the whole world in the media.

So maybe it is now time for someone to sing 
a song titled, When Legends Cry. Please call 
me for the lyrics, because I can’t sing to save 
my life.

Fitzroy Othello, Trinidad & Tobago, via 
email.

https://www.vedalallhomes.ca/
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 The Indelible Red Stain
By Dr Mohan Ragbeer

This two-volume work is a personal account of many efforts to influence Dr. Jagan’s political and 
economic direction between 1946 and 1963 and presents material hitherto unpublished. Dr Ragbeer 
describes colonial Guianese society, its peoples, the role of political extremism, race, US fears and Dr 
Jagan’s failure, despite excellent advice, to adopt sound and realistic economic plans for the transition to 
independence. The author traces post-war political and social development, the rise of militants and their 
involvement in the Cold War. Dr. Jagan allies with the USSR and carried on quixotic attacks on the United 
States which allowed his Marxist foil, Forbes Burnham, to seize the reins of government, by guile, terror, 
arson and murder and displace Jagan in the final lap to independence. The resulting dictatorship, the 

trashing of the country’s economy and the exodus of over 400,000 Guyanese are well known.

The two companion books are available from Amazon.com, through Kindle and other 
on-line sellers or from the author at mohan.ragbeer@gmail.com

Tel: 647-547-8188
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GUYANA

Guyana govt makes 2nd withdrawal from Natural Resource Fund

GYSBI extends contract with Exxon affiliate

Georgetown – The Guyana government 
last week confirmed it made a withdrawal 
from the Natural Resource Fund of (G) $41.6 
billion. This is the second withdrawal that has 
come from the NRF, the Caribbean Media 
Corporation reported earlier this week.

The first withdrawal from NRF was made 
in May this year. The total accumulated with-
drawals to date from the NRF now stands at 
Guy$83.3 billion.

According to reports out of Georgetown, 
Finance Minister Dr Ashni Singh said the sec-
ond drawdown will be used to finance national 
development priorities. 

A government statement indicated that the 
latest transfer was made in accordance with the 
strengthened legal architecture of the NRF Act 
2021, and quoted an International Monetary 
Fund mission that recently concluded a visit 
to Georgetown.

During that visit, the Guyana government, 
led by President Irfaan Ali, was commended 
on the amendments made to the NRF Act.

According to an IMF statement released 
early last month, “The recent amendments to 

the 2019 Natural Resource Fund Act set clear 
ceilings on withdrawals from the fund for bud-
getary spending and promote transparency in 
the management and use of oil resources.”

It added, “Staff praised the authorities’ thor-
ough review of the 2019 NRF Act before mak-
ing amendments, and the restraint in using 

any oil revenues before the passage of the 
amendments.”

However, the IMF staff mission also urged 
the Guyana authorities to exercise caution in 
determining the pace of ramping up public 
investment.

“While pressing development challenges 
still face the country, a large surge in public 
investment could add inflationary pressure, 
affect competitiveness of the nonoil economy, 
lead to an eventual loss in FX reserves, and 
might not be sustainable over the medium- 
term,” the IMF team cautioned.

Also, as the CMC reported, the IMF staff 
urged Guyana to simultaneously strengthen 
the capacity to manage public investment, 
based on recommendations from the 2017 
Public Investment Management Assessment 
report.

“Staff recommend setting annual budgets 
within a fiscal framework that, over the medi-
um term, constrains the annual non-oil overall 
fiscal deficit (after grants) to not exceed the 

expected transfer from the NRF, to anchor fis-
cal policy in a sustainable way,' the IMF stated.

Guyana’s NRF Act 2021 came into opera-
tion on January 1, 2022, and as part of the 
Budget 2022 process, Parliamentary approval 
was granted for a total of (US) $607.6 million 
to be transferred during fiscal year 2022.

Back in April, Singh said the NRF and 
allocations from the 2022 budget have laid 
the foundation for major transformational 
projects.

“We are planning a major infrastructural 
transformation, major highways, including the 
Linden to Mabura Road, and the 32 con-
crete bridges from Kurupukari to Lethem, the 
overhaul of the Corentyne highway, the new 
Demerara River Bridge and the gas to shore 
project,” Singh revealed.

Then in May, Ali announced that his gov-
ernment planned to buy fertiliser to distribute 
to farmers for free. Also, that the administra-
tion would provide grants totalling an esti-
mated at (G) $800 million to every household 
in the riverine and hinterland communities.

Ali said that the funds would come from the 
(G) $5 billion allocated in the national budget 
to cushion the impact of rising cost of living 
due to the Ukraine-Russian war.

“In order to cushion the impact of the ris-
ing cost of fertiliser on farmers and to limit the 
pass-through to food prices, my government 
would be purchasing one billion dollars worth 
of fertiliser for free distribution to farmers for 
use in their planting and replanting activities,” 
Ali said.

He said with fertiliser accounting for 15 
to 30 per cent of operational costs, the free 
fertiliser initiative would significantly reduce 
input costs, and help scale up production and 
adequate supply “which is critical for main-
taining price stability”.

Ashni Singh Irfaan Ali

Executive Director of GYSBI, Robin Muneshwer (l-r), Minister of Natural 
Resources, Vickram Bharrat, & ExxonMobil Guyana’s Logistics Manager, Hayley 
Gilbert after the contract was signed

Georgetown – Guyana Shore Base Inc last 
week signed an 11-year extension contract 
with Esso Exploration and Production Guyana 
Limited, an ExxonMobil affiliate, for the provi-
sion of shore base management and operations 
services.

The contract will run until 2033, and builds 
on the previous contract, which was awarded 
to the company in 2017, and which comes to 
an end in August this year.

GYSBI has directly invested over (US) $300 
million in the past five years in enabling 
port infrastructure, real estate development, 
warehousing, and support services. It has also 
recruited, trained, and certified over 1,000 
Guyanese for key operational positions within 
the industry and beyond through its affiliates.

Also among its achievements it has cata-
lysed over (US) $500 million in investment in 
the Houston/McDoom, East Bank Demerara 
corridor by providing the enabling infrastruc-
ture, and establishing the first oil and gas activ-
ity hub in Guyana. It has also contributed to 
the creation of direct and indirect employment 
for over 2,000 persons.

Last week Guyana’s Natural Resources 
Minister Vickram Bharrat lauded the signing, 
while noting that GYSBI was a prime example 
of what is possible for Guyanese businesses in 
the relatively new oil and gas sector.

Said Bharrat: “This signing is a clear indica-
tion that we are building capacity as we move 
to develop the oil and gas sector. There is so 
much that is happening offshore Guyana, and 
it is not only in the Stabroek Block. I am posi-
tive that we will have other discoveries. This 
activity shows that we are moving in the right 
direction in this country.”

Bharrat also noted that with a projection of 

nearly 11 billion barrels of recoverable resourc-
es thus far, and with further drilling activities 
taking place, the government of Guyana is 
optimistic that more discoveries would be 
recorded. It meant more Guyanese companies 
would be called upon to meet the myriad of 
services that would be required, he stated.

In his address, Muneshwer said the contract 
extension builds on five years of significant and 
continuous investment, hard work, training, 
and development of the local capacity to create 
a world-class facility that meets the specialised 
needs of the oil and gas industry.

“The first five years that we are about to 
complete in August were quite challenging, but 
ExxonMobil was a true partner in all of this. 
They worked with us as we developed because 
we were starting from scratch in a country that 
had no oil and gas experience or infrastructure. 
As we developed, ExxonMobil raised the bar 
on us and this is where we are at right now,” 
Muneshwer said.

He added, “We have got an 11-year exten-
sion because we earned it. What we have devel-
oped at GYSBI is something we are extremely 
proud of. Our safety record is unparalleled. 
We have just celebrated two years [Loss Time 
Injury] free. Our operational record is excel-
lent, so it wasn’t handed to us. We have earned 
it. ExxonMobil has shown a lot of trust and 
faith in us and worked with us.”

Muneshwer also revealed that GYSBI signed 
a contract for eight acres, two berths, and one 
warehouse in 2017. It now stands at 170 acres, 
eight warehouses, and four berths, with further 
expansions planned.

Also, while it started with five employees, 
GYSBI today has a workforce of 616 persons, 
95 percent of whom are Guyanese.

https://www.brampton.ca/EN/Arts-Culture-Tourism/Festivals-and-Events/Pages/Home.aspx
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Author Jay Brijpaul taps his vast experience & expertise in the industry to Author Jay Brijpaul taps his vast experience & expertise in the industry to 
provide comprehensive coverage ofprovide comprehensive coverage of

What, How, When, Where & WhyWhat, How, When, Where & Why
to invest in Real Estate. This book will appeal to anyone interested in Real to invest in Real Estate. This book will appeal to anyone interested in Real 
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• Managing Your Portfolio • Transitioning Your Portfolio• Managing Your Portfolio • Transitioning Your Portfolio
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personal experience – the benefits and pitfalls of investing in Real personal experience – the benefits and pitfalls of investing in Real 
Estate.” — David Jebb, LLB, BSc. — Real Estate LawyerEstate.” — David Jebb, LLB, BSc. — Real Estate Lawyer
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practice.” — Frank Colatosti, CEO, RE/MAX West Realty Inc.practice.” — Frank Colatosti, CEO, RE/MAX West Realty Inc.

“Jay is one of the top professionals in the Real Estate realm. With over “Jay is one of the top professionals in the Real Estate realm. With over 
30 years experience, he’s navigated through every economic high and 30 years experience, he’s navigated through every economic high and 
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you the knowledge you need to achieve success.” —Grant Browning, you the knowledge you need to achieve success.” —Grant Browning, 
President/CEO, President/CEO, Toronto Caribbean News IncToronto Caribbean News Inc..

“Jay Brijpaul has tapped his vast experience and expertise in the Real “Jay Brijpaul has tapped his vast experience and expertise in the Real 
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“Real estate investment can seem complex for many individuals, but “Real estate investment can seem complex for many individuals, but 
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understand and navigate its constant changing world.” — G. Chatwal, understand and navigate its constant changing world.” — G. Chatwal, 
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Barbados confirms 1st monkeypox case

Barbados’ Minister of Health and Wellness, Ian Gooding-Edghill (right), & Chief 
Medical Officer, Dr Kenneth George, informing the nation about its first confirmed 
case of the monkeypox virus that was detected last week

Bridgetown – Barbados has recorded its 
first confirmed case of monkeypox, its Minister 
of Health and Wellness, Ian Gooding-Edghill, 
and Chief Medical Officer, Dr Kenneth George, 
revealed last weekend. The confirmed case was 
reported by the Barbados Nation.

According to Gooding-Edghill, last week 
a Barbadian male in his 30s attended the 
Winston Scott Polyclinic with symptoms of a 
progressive rash, body pains, and fever.

“He sought medical attention at the poly-
clinic within hours of his arrival in Barbados. 
The patient was seen and assessed based on a 
history of recent travel and clinical manifesta-
tions,” Gooding-Edghill said.

Samples from the patient 
were sent to the Best-
Dos Santos Public Health 
Laboratory. The results 
revealed a positive case of 
monkeypox.

Gooding-Edghill added 
that the patient was placed in 
isolation, and is now under 
the supervision of the Medical 
Officer of Health.

“I am confident that the 
Ministry’s speedy announce-
ment of this case will, as has 
occurred with our response 
to Covid-19, get from the 
Barbadian public the same level of co-opera-
tion in our ongoing management of monkey-
pox health issue,” he said.

Gooding-Edghill added, “The Ministry of 
Health and Wellness has commenced contact 
tracing as a responsible public health measure. 
Let me assure the public that the Ministry of 
Health and Wellness is fully prepared to handle 
any cases of monkeypox in our nation.”

George said that there was no need for 
Barbadians to panic and anyone who was 
aware of individuals with monkeypox symp-
toms should alert the public health authorities. 
He also recommended the wearing of masks, 
and frequent washing of hands.

Meanwhile, in other parts of the Caribbean, 
Jamaican officials in Montego Bay were breath-
ing a sigh of relief last week after a suspected 
case of monkeypox turned out to be negative, 
the Observer reported.

“…We had a suspected case, but the result 
from testing was that the person was negative 
for monkeypox. We do not have any case of 
monkeypox in this parish, happily,” said medi-
cal officer of health for St James Dr Francine 
Phillips-Kelly.

She added, “We continue to be vigilant with 
our surveillance of our ports because we still 
anticipate that, for the most part, individuals 
who might be diagnosed will be travelling from 
territories that do have cases.”

This was the case with Jamaica’s first con-
firmed case of monkeypox, which was diag-
nosed in a patient who was admitted to the 
May Pen Hospital in Clarendon. He arrived in 
Jamaica from the UK on July 1, and visited the 
hospital on July 5, The Gleaner reported.

However, the patient made international 
headlines after fleeing the May Pen Hospital, 
reportedly saying he wanted to “enjoy” his 
vacation in Jamaica.

According to a healthcare worker at the hos-
pital, the patient “said he is not going to spend 
so much money to come [to Jamaica] and not 
enjoy himself ”.

Said the worker: “He told [other patients]… 
he was [leaving] the hospital, and he already 
called his ride. He is selfish, and stay bad, and 
he is inconsiderate.”

Jamaica’s Health Ministry confirmed the 
patient jumped through a window at the hos-
pital, and left in a waiting vehicle. He was later 

apprehended by medical and 
security officials.

In other parts of the region, 
the Bahamas government 
confirmed a visitor arrived on 
the island last month from the 
UK, and later tested positive 
for monkeypox.

Health Minister Dr Michael 
Darville said the National 
Reference Laboratory tested 
samples collected from the 
patient, with a positive result 
returned on June 24. The 
patient was later medevacked 
from Bahamas to Florida.

And earlier this month, the Regional Health 
Agency in Martinique confirmed the French 
Caribbean island’s first case of monkeypox. 

In a statement issued last Friday, ARS 
Martinique said the first case of monkeypox 
was detected in an adult who had travelled to a 
region where the virus was present.  

The patient resides in Martinique, and was 
placed under isolation at home.  

There are vaccines for monkeypox, but none 
are currently available in the Caribbean. It is 
recommended for special high-risk groups.

However, last week in Port-of-Spain, 
Trinidad, the government’s Health Minister 
Terrence Deyalsingh claimed that monkeypox 
vaccines were being hoarded by larger coun-
tries, making access to them difficult. The 
situation was similar to the lack of access to 
Covid-19 vaccines after these were first devel-
oped, he noted.

Deyalsingh said Trinidad and Tobago was 
in the market for antivirals and the Jynneos 
vaccine, which are used to treat monkeypox 
infections.

“Something rather unfortunate is happen-
ing on the vaccine front. I had hoped we 
would have learned from Covid-19, but we are 
seeing once again where globally the bigger, 
wealthier countries are stockpiling vaccines 
for their populations, leaving smaller countries 
like Trinidad and Tobago at a disadvantage,” 
he said.

He added, “[I would] like to… make an 
appeal that the monkeypox vaccine should be 
made available on a more equitable level to all 
countries based on, not only their population 
size but, their risk profile, and so on.”

Terrence Deyalsingh

https://www.amazon.ca/WEALTH-Through-Real-Estate-Investing/dp/1999136543
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Parika Backdam, Linden, Inner 
Canje, Black Bush Polder, Beyond 
Skeldon, Mara and Cane Grove.

Georgetown Office
236-237 David St Kitty, 
Tel: 592-227-2969

Our NEW YORK OFFICE 
is now opened at:
Queens Logistics Centre
186-10 Jamaica Ave, 
NY 11423
Tel: 866-861-5933

Regular Service: 4-6 weeks delivery • Express Service: 3-4 weeks delivery • We deliver empty barrels/crates in the GTA

Weʼre the first Canadian Shipper to cross the border.
We guarantee service thatʼs second to none.
Our prices are the best in the business.

Weʼre the first Canadian Shipper to cross the border.
We guarantee service thatʼs second to none.
Our prices are the best in the business.

Tractors to Guyana - from US $1000
Pick Up Trucks - from US $1500
Full Containers - from US $3400
Barrels  - from US      $50

Tractors to Guyana - from US $1000
Pick Up Trucks - from US $1500
Full Containers - from US $3400
Barrels  - from US      $50

* SPECIAL CARGO RATES *

We also deliver empty barrels!

Destination  Reg Service Express
Antigua  $75/barrel $130
Dominica  $75/barrel $130
Grenada  $75/barrel $130
St Vincent  $75/barrel $130
St Kitts  $120/barrel $150
Barbados  $75/barrel $130
St Lucia  $75/barrel $130

$100

TO GEORGETOWN,TRINIDAD,
KINGSTON OR MONTEGO BAY

SUPER
SPECIAL

(Barrels up to 30" tall)

BARRELS3
HEAD OFFICE
5185 Timberlea Blvd 
TEL: 905-290-1946 
TOLL FREE: 1-866-881-5433

Member of BBB

Overseas Offices:

ANTIGUA:
Tel #268-462-4958
Contact: Dunica 

DOMINICA
Tel #767-237-3737
Contact: Geoff 

BARBADOS
Tel # 246-548-2891
 Contact: Anderson/Joel

GRENADA
Tel #473-435-1545
 Contact: Valda 

KINGSTON, JAMAICA
Tel # 876-456-2944
Contact: Kimberly

MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA 
Tel #876-294-1712
     #876-347-7939
Contact: Sabrina 

ST. KITTS
Tel #869-465-5320
Contact: Janice 

ST. LUCIA - CASTRIES
Tel#758-459-0675
Contact: Spence

ST. LUCIA - VIEUX FORT
TEL #758-454-5383
Contact: Vacacie

TRINIDAD
Tel #868-221-3905
Contact: Paul 

ST. VINCENT
TEL #784-457-2547 

www.qtrexinternational.com

From Page 1
Ontario investment will allow the Festival 
Management Committee to position the 
Toronto Caribbean Carnival for success for 
years to come. The Government of Canada is 
committed to supporting cultural events, like 
the Toronto Caribbean Carnival, by support-
ing businesses and organizations as they find 
new and innovative ways to attract visitors and 
drive local economic growth.”

With the Tourism Relief Fund investment, 
the Toronto Caribbean Carnival will devel-
op an app to enhance visitor experience and 
update its website to support online ticket sales.

It will also allow the Festival Management 
Committee to host Caribbean Carnival-
themed events throughout the year that show-
case culinary experiences, including artisan 
and vendor marketplaces.

This project will further enhance Toronto’s 
cultural vibrancy, attract new visitors to the 
region, and strengthen Ontario’s position as a 
tourism destination of choice.

“Financial support from the Government of 
Canada was absolutely critical this year for the 
return of the Toronto Caribbean Carnival,” said 
Laverne Garcia, Exclusive Chair of the Board – 
Festival Management Committee.

She added, “These much-needed funds help 
position the carnival as a world-class event, 
showcasing our diversity and multiculturalism 
to the world. The month-long festival attracts 
more than one million spectators annually, 
which generates millions of dollars of econom-
ic activity in the City of Toronto annually for 
local restaurants, retailers, hotels and airlines.”

Pablo Rodriguez, Minister of Canadian 
Heritage and Quebec Lieutenant, noted that 
festival, art, and tourist attractions as the 
Toronto Caribbean Carnival make Toronto a 
destination of choice for visitors from near and 
far, and this has far-reaching impacts on the 

local economy.
He added that investment like the one made 

to the Toronto Caribbean Carnival “help to 
build a strong and resilient future, while also 
showcasing the cultural experiences our nation 
has to offer”.

Founded in 1967 and incorporated in 2006, 
the Festival Management Committee is a Black-
led not-for profit organisation responsible 
for producing the annual Toronto Caribbean 
Carnival. It typically attracts more than 1.2 
million people, including 180,000 tourists, and 
brings an estimated $338 million into the 
Ontario economy each year.

In 2019, UNESCO recognised the Toronto 
Caribbean Carnival as a Cultural Heritage 
Property.

The Festival Management Committee previ-
ously received $1.8 million, through the Black 
Entrepreneurship Program Ecosystem Fund, 
which was delivered by FedDev Ontario to 
deliver business advisory, networking and 
mentorship programming to Black entrepre-
neurs with businesses related to the festival sec-
tor in Toronto. To date, services have been pro-
vided to more than 130 participants through 
this project.

The Government of Canada’s $500-million 
Tourism Relief Fund is helping tourism-orient-
ed businesses and organisations recover from 
the pandemic and prepare for future growth, 
with a minimum of $50 million of the Fund 
allocated to supporting Indigenous-led proj-
ects or Indigenous-focused projects.

FedDev Ontario is delivering nearly $120 
million of the Tourism Relief Fund across 
southern Ontario. 

Since 2015, the Government of Canada, 
through FedDev Ontario, has invested over 
$520 million in more than 600 projects in the 
Toronto Region, creating over 25,000 jobs and 
maintaining over 33,000 jobs.

Carnival 2022 gets $1M investment

http://qtrexinternational.com/
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Emancipation Day
CELEBRATING FREEDOM

IN CANADA
August 1st, 2022

222 Rowntree Dairy Road | Woodbridge, ON L4L 9T2 | 905-652-4140 | www.ubc27.ca

@carpenters27 www.thecarpentersunion.ca/inclusive-workplace/

https://thecarpentersunion.ca/inclusive-workplace/
https://www.ubc27.ca/
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Virtual events, in-person concerts for 2022 BollywoodMonster Mashup
Mississauga – The largest South Asian festival in Canada, 

#BollywoodMonster Mashup presented by TD, revs up its 12th 
year with virtual events leading up to the in-person concerts.

The free #BollywoodMonster World Showcase will run 
from July 25 to July 30 daily at 12 pm on Facebook Live (@
BollywoodMonsterMashup).

It will feature Q&A with Bollywood singers Nikhita Gandhi 
(singer of viral song Naach Meri Rani), Ash King (singer 
of I Love You from Bodyguard), Arjuna Harjai (composer 
of O Soniye from Titoo MBA), Aishwarya Nigam (the voice 
of Salman Khan in the hit song Munni Badnaam Hui from 
Dabangg), Bishakh Jyoti (National Film Award winner for Best 
Music Direction), and Sanchari Bose (playback singer for films 
like The World Before Her).

The event is being hosted by Akash Vukoti, a child prodigy 
from the Netflix Documentary Spelling the Dream.

“We're thrilled to be back in person for 2022, but we need to 
show love to the millions of online viewers we picked up over 
the past two years. So, we’re giving virtual and in-person fans 
ten days of events,” said festival Executive Director Vikas Kohli.

“Discover innovative artists from around the world, 
like Irish x Punjabi EDM mashups by The Snake Charmer, 
‘Badtameez Dil’ mashed up with ‘Uptown Funk’ by USA’s Penn 
Masala, drag x rap by Sweden’s Petter Wallenberg & Rainbow 
Riots feat., Tropical Marca, India’s sand artist Sand Kaushik 
and more.”

The #BollywoodMonster World Showcase will also feature 
Jonita Gandhi, Aakanksha Sharma, Abhilasha Chellam, and 
Parvaaz performing exclusive acoustic songs. Each day will 
round off with curated music & dance videos sent in by artists 
from around the world.

To RSVP and view the full lineup for each day, visit 
BollywoodMonsterMashup.com/Virtual.

Following the week of virtual #BollywoodMonster World 
Showcases will be live concerts at Mississauga Celebration 
Square August 5-6.

Notable appearances at the free in-person concerts include 
Sunny Leone doing photo-ops in support of the non-profit 
#MonsterArts for Youth program, and performances by 
Yasser Desai & Aakanksha Sharma brought to you by Tourism 
Mississauga (singers of Jogi from Shaadi Mein Zaroor Aana), 
as well as Aaman Trikha (the voice of Salman Khan in Prem 
Leela).

Festival Schedule
July 25-30 @ 12 pm EST: Catch exclusive interviews with 

Naach Meri Rani singer Nikhita Gandhi, Ash King, Arjuna 
Harjai, Aishwarya Nigam, Bishakh Jyoti, Sanchari Bose, and 
premier music videos at the free #BollywoodMonster World 
Showcase on Facebook Live (@BollywoodMonsterMashup)

August 5 @ 4 pm EST: Watch Aaman Trikha, singer of 
Hookah Bar and Bansuri, perform live. Eat some kabobs, 
roasted corn & chaat papri, and learn Bollywood dance 
at the free #BollywoodMonster Concerts at Mississauga 
Celebration Square.

August 6 @ 2 pm EST: Get a photo-op with Sunny 
Leone. Eat kulfi, gol gappas, samosas & dosas, and shop 
for jewelry, or try free family activities at Mississauga 
Celebration Square.

August 6 @ 6 pm EST: Watch Yasser Desai & Aakanksha 
Sharma brought to you by Tourism Mississauga (singers 
of Jogi), dance to Bollywood x Disco fusion and more 
at the free #BollywoodMonster Concerts at Mississauga 
Celebration Square.

Born in 2011, monstrARTity is a Mississauga-based, award-
winning not-for-profit arts organisation creating original 
and innovative programs. monstrARTity is the producer of 
#BollywoodMonster Mashup – the largest South Asian festival 
in Canada: Rated #1 festival at Celebration Square by City of 
Mississauga in 2018; MARTY award-winner for Festival of 
the Year in 2019; Virtual Festival of the Year winner in 2020. 
monstrARTity also produces the #MonsterArts program, 
where professional artists provide South Asian arts to children 
and seniors in English, Hindi, Gujarati, Punjabi, Tamil 
and more; and #MonsterMasterclass, where diverse artist-
entrepreneurs create original online video content.

Film composer and music producer, Vikas Kohli, is the 
Executive Director of monstrARTity. Kohli is the Vice-Chair 
of the Board of Directors for the Ontario Cultural Attractions 
Fund. He has received the Trailblazer Award (ReelWorld Film 
Festival), Voice Achievers Award (The Voice Communications 
Group), MARTY Performing Artist Award (Mississauga Arts 
Council) and Cultural Heritage Award (Heritage Mississauga). 
He is a founding Citizen member of the Mayor's Diversity and 
Inclusion Advisory Committee, and has been profiled on ET 
Canada, CBC The National, The Globe & Mail, The Hindustan 
Times, and Zee News. He was born in Ottawa.

Nikhita Gandhi (Supplied photo)

Aishwarya Nigam (camera.com photo)

#7A-7 SUN PAC BLVD, BRAMPTON
ONTARIO, CANADA L6S 0E8

https://www.facebook.com/events/1357080581451001?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A[%7B%22surface%22%3A%22page%22%7D]%7D
https://www.sharmasinghimmigration.com/
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NEW YORK DIASPORA

By Dhanpaul Narine

The story began in India. His 
grandfather Kareem Baksh was born 
in Mumbai, India. In 1900, Kareem 

went with his wife 
as an Indentured 
servant to what was 
then British Guiana, 
now Guyana, and 
was sent to work 
at Plantation Huis 
T’ Dieren. Kareem 
had a number 
of children, and 
Mohamed Ali Baksh 
was among them.

In 1947, Kareem 
returned to a 
divided India. He 
went to Pakistan 
with his family. His 
son Ali stayed in 
Guyana and was 
married to Zainab. 
Their eldest child is 
Mohamed Nabbie 
Baksh, who is 
the subject of our 
profile.

Baksh was born in Good Hope in Canal 
No 1 in Guyana. He attended McGillivray 
Primary School where he passed the Pupil 
Teacher’s exam. His classmates included Dr 
Tara Singh, and others. The headmaster was 
Henry Sahai, a top educator in Guyana.

In 1959, Baksh was sent to teach in Leguan 
at the Canadian Mission School. One of his 
students was biologist Dr Gary Girdhari. A 
year later, Baksh was transferred to Hague 
Backdam where he taught for two years, and 
then it was to a school in Maria’s Pleasure in 
Wakenaam.

In 1963, he went to Grove Primary School, 
and in 1964, it was off to Teacher’s Training 
College. In 1966, he was reposted to Hague 
Backdam. The headmaster was Abdool 
Majeed Mohamed, another distinguished 
educator. Some of the teachers were Chabilall 
Tiwari, Frank Bissessar, Rajpatty Balkaran, 
Zamirule Ali, Francis Williams, and Mrs 
Roopnarine, among others.

Baksh and Zamirule were married and 
settled at Hague front. The marriage has 
produced four children: Aftabbuddin, a 
civil engineer; Fazilluddin, a statistician; 
Taslema, who works in human resources; and 
Shahabbuddin, a social worker.

Fazilluddin earned his PhD in Statistics 
from Reading University in England, and is 
constantly in demand for his expertise.

Baksh was transferred to Cornelia 
Ida Primary school in 1969. He met a 
young teacher who later became Swami 
Aksharananda, and who opened his own 
school at Cornelia Ida; that friendship has 
endured to this day.

Baksh was in charge of the Common 
Entrance class at Cornelia Ida, and under 
his tutelage, countless number of students 
articulated to the top schools in Guyana. 
Baksh gave over 30 years to the teaching 
profession, and was at one time a former 
treasurer of the Guyana Teacher’s Union. He 
graduated from the University of Guyana in 
1982 with a degree in Education.

How did he get into cricket umpiring? 
Baksh said he was always involved in sports. 
In 1967, cricket umpire Tulsi Kumar made a 
visit to Cornelia Ida to hold a seminar. Baksh 
attended and wrote the Umpiring Exam. He 
topped the class and Kumar encouraged him 
to take up umpiring.

Baksh started to officiate at games in the 
Northcote and Case Cup competitions, and 
soon he was umpiring the inter-county games. 
He wrote the Association of Cricket Umpires 
exam and passed. This meant that he could 
umpire Test matches as well.

One of the most exciting matches in which 
Baksh officiated was at Albion in Guyana. 
This was the Second One Day International, 
in March 1983, between India and the West 

Indies. India made 
282/5 and West 
Indies replied 
with 255/9. Sunil 
Gavaskar made 
90 before he was 
run out. Umpire 
Baksh gave the 
decision. Gavaskar 
was short by three 
inches and it was 
in the days before 
television replays.

Wisden says 
that the game 
was held “in the 
heart of Guyana’s 
sugar area”. But it 
was more. India 
had solid support 
from the 15,000 
Albion contingent 
in the ground. 
One commentator 

thought the game was played in Madras!
Kapil Dev, the Indian captain, called that 

victory, “the turning point in 
India’s one-day cricket”. It was a 
prophetic statement. India beat 
West Indies at Lords later that 
summer to win the World Cup.

Baksh umpired in 27 Shell 
Shield games before moving 
on to the biggest of his career. 
It was his first Test, and it was 
played at Bourda between 
Australia and West Indies. That 
Test was like any other game to 
him, and he was proud of the 
fact that he was described as fair 
by both teams.

Baksh left Guyana in 1984 
for the US. He was instrumental 
is setting up the umpiring 
association in the US, and was 
also involved with the Catholic 
charities.

During his illustrious career, 
Baksh has seen many players 
and their talents close-up. He 
rates Clive Lloyd highly as a 
hard-hitting batsman, and a 
gentleman. Michael Holding 
was one of the fastest bowlers 
he has seen. He says that Lloyd 
had the perfect team and he 
credits Rohan Kanhai as setting 
the foundation for the transition 
into a great West Indian side.

Baksh thanks a number 
of persons that have helped 
to shape his outlook. He is 
grateful to his wife Zamirule, 
his parents Zeinab and Kareem, 
and Frederick Mohan, known as 
teacher Jai, as great influences.

Jebodh Singh, father of Joe 
Singh, and headmaster Henry 
Sahai, were also great educators 
that inspired Baksh.

He says that the late 
Justice Rudolph Harper was a 
gentleman that was fair and had 
the best intentions for cricket 
and the law.

Umpire Baksh has served 
his community well. He was a 
teacher, a Test umpire, and a 
social worker. He has a great 
family and he continues to 
inspire others.

We wish Mohamed Nabbie 
Baksh and his family all the best 
in the future.

Mohamed Baksh: Upstanding educator & outstanding umpire

Mohamed Nabbie Baksh in 1984

Baksh is on the right at a cricket umpires’ function

Graduating with his Bachelor’s Degree from the University of Guyana in 1982

Umpire Baksh with his wide Zamirule at a cricket function in Georgetown, Guyana
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The Carpenters’ Union Local 27 is proud to announce that in 
partnership with the Toronto Police Service and the Toronto 

Children’s Breakfast Club, we will be marching in the 
Toronto Caribbean Carnival Parade!

Congratulations to the Caribbean Community!Congratulations to the Caribbean Community!

www.thecarpentersunion.ca/inclusive-workplace/

https://www.ubc27.ca/
https://thecarpentersunion.ca/inclusive-workplace/


Espinet interviews Richard Fung.
There is a conversation with Brexit activist, Gina Miller, and 

an essay from Commonwealth Short 
Story Prize Winner (2018), Kevin Jared 
Hosein.

Also featured is the writing from 
another Commonwealth Prize Winner 
(2017), Ingrid Persaud, and a new poem 
by Griffin Poetry Prize Winner, Kaie 
Kellough.

And in what was perhaps a first in the 
history for the Art Gallery of Ontario, 
Indentureship took centre stage at its 
Jackman Hall on July 5, where Another 
Story Bookshop hosted a launch party 
for this special issue.

The launch opened with a reading 
by poet Faizal Deen (who published the 
first collection of queer Indo-Guyanese 
poetry, Land Without Chocolate, 1999) 
of his poem Small Days. Espinet read 
a collage of several pieces, including 
unpublished poems, and poems from 
her collection, Nuclear Season.

Also featured at the 
AGO were academics in 
the field of Indentureship 
studies Tzarina Prater, Andre 
Basheir, and Kaneesha 
Parsard. It also presented 
pre-recorded poetry readings 
from Trinidad by Shivanee 
Ramlochan, Amilcar Sanatan, 
and Jamaica’s Ann-Margaret 
Lim. Works closer to home 
by Kaie Kellough and Linzey 
Corridon were also featured. 
The event closed with a 
reading of a poem, We, by 
Shani Mootoo.

Wasafiri’s latest issue is 
available on its website.

W asafiri’s latest issue, Afterlives of Indenture, explores 
the legacy of Indentured workers across the Indo-
Caribbean and diasporic 

experience. The edition is guest edited by 
Andil Gosine and Nalini Mohabir.

One of the foremost journals of 
post-colonial studies, Wasafiri was 
founded by Susheila Nasta, a scholar 
of the writings of the late Sam Selvon. 
The journal has published pre-eminent 
Caribbean writers, among them Kenneth 
Ramchand, George Lamming, Kamau 
Brathwaite, and Selvon.

In its Spring 1985 issue, Nasta asked 
Selvon about his experience living in 
Canada.

Selvon replied, “In a strange way I 
happen to be geographically living much 
further away from Trinidad than I did 
in London, but there is a great deal of 
Caribbean atmosphere in the United 
States and in Canada which I find 
stimulating...”

In this latest, special edition, The 
Afterlives of Indenture, 
Gosine and Mohabir feature 
writers from the UK, US, 
Canada, and the Caribbean, 
who are also descendants of 
Indentured labourers.

“The issue is not based 
on historical research, but 
rather focuses on the legacies 
of Indentureship, and its 
lingering after-effects in 
the contemporary period,” 
Mohabir says. 

Published in this issue 
is an interview with former 
Prime Minister of Trinidad 
and Tobago, Basdeo Panday. 
Also, Toronto writer Ramabai 

assembled members hugged 
each other. By arriving 
in time for the ceremony at the midday hour, Sharri had 
completed the final step on her quest for the atonement of her 
vile forefather.

“I love you!” Sharri dashed over to Geoff and kissed him on 
his lips. “You have helped me fulfill the prophecy.”

She led him outside the church, where he witnessed a 
complete transformation of the village. Children played with 
each other and their pets, and adults milled around with 
cheerful countenances. Birds and animals roamed freely in the 
village and its surroundings.

“Sharrifallah?” Geoff stared into Sharri’s eyes.
“I am the descendant of a teen slave girl who gave birth to 

the cruel slave master’s offspring.” She took the driver’s seat 
and drove Geoff to the mansion. 

Sharri explained that they had to hide her pregnant ancestor 
and spirit her away because the slave owner had killed both 
mother and child of every young slave he had raped and 
impregnated. In his final days, he was a demon-possessed 
tyrant who slaughtered everyone in his household in search 
of the escaped slave girl. Slave rituals cursed him and the 
villagers, who had condoned his brutality out of cowardly fear 
of his wrath. To suspend the curse before he died, the slave 
master had to deed the property to an eligible descendant of 
his escaped victim. 

Sharri had met the requirement of marriage to the pure-
blood descendant of a slave trader, uniting the two factions 
into one. She and Geoff had to return to the village to break 
the curse and accept their inheritance. Geoff understood that 
Sharri’s village assignment was either coincidence or fate. 

“Unfortunately, there are no longer any ghosts to be 
documented here,” Sharri chuckled. “You witnessed the 
exorcism at the church.”

“We’ll have it cleaned out and raise our children in that 
mansion and fill the barn with cattle.” Geoff kissed her. “As a 
city boy, I’ve always longed for peaceful country living.”

The village dedicated a statue in the middle of the square 
in honor of the marriage of Sharri and Geoff as a tribute to its 
most cherished and celebrated couple.
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The SupernaturalA documentary-producer by profession, Sharri Stobie 
met her husband, Geoff Lodhan five years earlier 
when her TV Channel covered him and his crew of 

paranormal investigators.
Geoff ’s travels brought him to a little-known rural village 

to investigate a haunted barn with a history of slavery, torture, 
and death. The barn stood 100 yards from an abandoned 
mansion on an acreage where a cruel slave master and his 
family had once lived. The property stood behind a wooden 
gate, secured with a rusted chain and lock.

While Geoff was away, Sharri received a visit from The 
Freed Slave Secret Society. They presented her with a black 
leather briefcase and instructions after they determined that 
Sharri’s marriage to Geoff was out of genuine love for each 
other. This was the first of 
three eligibility steps Sharri 
had to undertake.

At Geoff ’s location, 
the church had to permit 
access to the property, 
which required time. Since 
the village had no visitor 
accommodations, Geoff 
and his crew had to stay at 
the nearest motel 15 miles 
away.

Geoff awoke the 
following morning with 
doubts that the church 
would allow them to enter the acreage. He decided to find a 
real estate agent on the pretext of wanting to buy the property. 

Ezekial was the only real estate agent in the village. He told 
Geoff that the church was the caretaker of the property since 
the family that lived there were slaughtered at the hands of 
demonic forces. Church officials had sealed the property to 
contain the evil within its boundaries.

Geoff observed that the village adults kept to themselves 
and raised well-behaved children in starched black and white 
ironed uniforms. Every villager moved in a trance-like state 
without communication. 

With no telephones in the village that had no electricity or 
running water, Geoff returned to the motel to call Sharri. He 
needed her powers of persuasion now more than ever. This 
was the second step Sharri had to undertake. She had to be 
invited to the village by a non-resident, an almost impossible 
factor that kept previous generations from completing step 

two.
She got on the first available flight and arrived early the 

next day. When Geoff picked her up, she had the briefcase 
clutched under her arm. She asked Geoff to drive to the 
village. 

Sharri led the way into the church and pushed a large 
wooden door to a chamber with a round eight-seater oak 
table. Seven seats were occupied. The one closest to the door 

was vacant. Everyone stood up 
and smiled at Sharri. 

She took a few steps toward 
the table. Ezekiel, dressed in a 
white gown like the five other 
members of the village council, 
rushed over to pull the vacant 
chair out for Sharri to sit. She 
handed him the briefcase. He 
delivered it to the priest, who 
wore a purple ceremonial 
turban and a long-flowing 
gown of the same colour. 

“Sharrifallah.” The priest’s 
smile broadened. He placed the 

briefcase in front of him. “My child, you have arrived to fulfill 
the prophecy. Please be seated.”

Sharri nodded to the priest and each member of the village 
council, who mirrored her action. Smiles were painted on 
everyone’s faces. She waved her arm around the table. They all 
sat.

Geoff leaned against the closed door. Suspicion of Sharri’s 
motives for giving him this assignment sent a chill down his 
spine.  

When the church bell started to toll the noon hour, Sharri 
and the other members of the round table held hands and 
prayed in a foreign tongue with their eyes closed. At the end 
of the one-minute prayer, the sun shone brightly through the 
colourful mosaic windows.

“The deed is done!” The priest stood up and they released 
each other’s hands. He lifted the briefcase over his head. A 
loud cheer erupted in the room. With ever-widening grins, the 

The Village Kamil
Ali

AUTHORS & LITERATURE

Latest Wasafiri focuses on Indentured afterlives

Sam Selvon’s Those Who Eat The Cascadura is a welcome  
2022 reprint by Mawenzi House this summer.

“I see trouble. Plenty trouble.” The village obeahman 
Manko foresees trouble when an Englishman Garry Johnson 
comes to stay at the cocoa estate of his friend Roger Franklin 
in Trinidad.

Before long, Manko’s prophecy is fulfilled when the visitor 
falls in love with a lovely East Indian woman, Sarojini. What 
had been a carefree atmosphere quickly evaporates, and 
is replaced with a tension-filled air of jealousies, rivalries, 
and intrigues as three races interact in post-Independence 
Trinidad.

As The Globe and Mail notes, “[Selvon’s] evocative 
descriptions… his humourous affectionate portrayal of 
character and his subtle use of folklore… are evidence of a 
master yarn-spinner.” And as the New Statesman writes, he is a 
“simple, lyrical, moving writer”.

Selvon was born on May 20, 1923, in San Fernando, 
Trinidad. He moved to Britain in 1950. His first novel, A 
Brighter Sun, was published in 1952, bringing him instant 
recognition. He spent more than 20 years in the UK, where 
he wrote most of his major works. The Lonely Londoners, his 
novel about West Indian immigrants in postwar London, is 
considered a modern classic.

Other novels include Moses Ascending and Moses Migrating. 
He left the UK in 1978 for Canada, where he settled with his 
family in Calgary, Alberta. He died at the Piarco International 
Airport in Trinidad on April 16, 1994.

Those Who Eat The Cascadura is also available at Indigo 
and Amazon.

Selvon’s Cascadura makes a return

Cover illustration: Notebook of No 
Return by Kelly Sinnapah Mary
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Port-of-Spain – Anxiety is growing among medical profes-
sionals in Trinidad and Tobago following the lifting of the mask 
mandate on July 17. The nervousness comes as the Covid-19 
omicron BA.5 variant continues to be detected in the Americas.

Last week Trinidad and Tobago’s Chief Medical Officer Dr 
Roshan Parasram said the BA.5 variant had been detected 
among 20 samples sent for genomic testing at the University of 
the West Indies in early July.

It meant the variant had arrived in Trinidad and Tobago, and 
was now present in the population.

Last week, Pan-American Health Organisation director Dr 
Carissa F. Etienne said a growing proportion of cases in the 
Americas are being caused by the BA.4 and BA.5 sub-lineages, 
which was driving a new wave of infections.

“In the US, BA.4 and BA.5 are the predominant sub-variant 
strains, and an increasing number of countries in Latin America 
and the Caribbean are also reporting these sub-lineages,” 
Etienne said.

Additionally, “Omicron BA.5 has been detected in at least 22 
countries and is likely to become predominant in all territories 
in the sub-region in the next few weeks. The emergence of BA.4 
and BA.5 is yet another reminder that the virus keeps evolving 
every time it is transmitted, and that we must remain vigilant.”

PAHO health emergencies director Dr Ciro Ugarte said 
transmission is faster when public health measures, such as the 
use of masking have been relaxed.

“People begin to have a false sense of security thinking that 
everything is back to normal, but when a virus is transmitted 
from person to person, this leads to more mutations, generating 
other variants that may be transmitted more quickly. For exam-
ple, when we have mass events, they need to think of additional 
measures to mitigate the risk of transmission.”

and we treat the mistake immediately,” De Freitas said.
Following the sizzling sticker shock, media checks at the 

supermarket noted the price had been downsized to (TT) 
$19.70 per kilogramme.

However, De Freitas did acknowl-
edge rising prices for baigan, saying it 
had increased by 75 percent from July 1 
to present on the National Agricultural 
Marketing and Development 
Corporation (Namdevco) price listing 
grid.

She claimed the price increase was 
due to flooding that affected farmers’ 
crops.

“Produce pricing fluctuates and 
changes on a weekly basis, plus the ongo-
ing war between Russia and Ukraine is 
not helping, as shipping freight con-
tinues to triple. What we can do in the 
industry is price fairly, and where prices 
can be lowered in certain brands we do 
so,” she said.

According to De Freitas, while the 
sticker on the offending baigan was 
incorrect, she was aware of the concerns 
surrounding food prices. However, she 
also noted that the number of different 

supermarkets in Trinidad and Tobago acted as checks and bal-
ances against price gouging.

“I can say to you, Trinidad and Tobago has one of the fiercest 
supermarket industries in the Caribbean. If you go around the 
Caribbean, you would see there are much larger monopolies. So, 
Massy Stores... may be the largest chain, but our market is a very 
fragmented market with many players, so that alone regulates 
the industry and regulates the competitiveness of the industry,” 
she noted.
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Port-of-Spain – Erroneous pricing by a Massy Stores’ 
employee for eggplant, locally known as baigan, left nationals 
quarrelling on social media about rising food prices, even as 
the grocery chain acknowledged culpability while asking its 
customers to let bygones be bygones.

According to media reports last 
week, the error was made where the 
cost of a single baigan on the grocery 
shelf displayed a shocking sticker price 
of (TT) $74.02.

Massy Stores found itself in hot 
oil following the online roasting that 
accompanied the social media pho-
tograph of the offending vegetables, 
causing the supermarket chain’s Chief 
Executive Officer, Roxane De Freitas, to 
reveal that the exorbitant pricing was an 
unfortunate employee error.

De Freitas’ scramble came following 
heavy criticism that trended on social 
media, accompanied by photo of two 
offending baigans displaying a cost of 
(TT) $74.02 and $53.59.

While some social media users said 
the price was obviously a mistake, other 
users said the pricing was ridiculous, 
and angrily urged nationals to buy from 
the local farmers.

Later, De Freitas told the media that she would not defend 
the error. However, she noted the product was removed, 
repriced, and replaced as soon as it was brought to the super-
market’s attention.

“We made a mistake, in which we apologise for any distress 
caused by it, because certainly, that is not the Massy way of 
doing business. We do not always get it right. Good thing with 
social media is that matters come to the forefront very quickly, 

Massy Stores roasted over erroneous baigan price

Lawyers express continued confidence in Armour

Canadian, US embassies issue warnings about fraud

Stickers at Massy Stores show pricing 
error for baigan last week

Roshan Parasram

Medical experts nervous 
with variant now in T&T

8 police officers charged after 
2-year homicide investigation

Port-of-Spain – Eight police officers where last week arrest-
ed following a two-year-old homicide investigation into the fatal 
shooting of three men in Morvant, north Trinidad.

According to reports, seven of the officers fired their weap-
ons repeatedly killing Joel Jacob, Noel Diamond, and Israel 
Moses Clinton during a stop and search on June 27, 2020.

Among the officers detained last are a sergeant and seven 
police constables. Also, investigators confirmed one of the 
officers had agreed to co-operate and give evidence against his 
colleagues.

The arrests of the eight officers follow a forensic investiga-
tion that saw investigators re-enact the scene of the crime last 
August. They were guided by Director of Public Prosecutions 
Roger Gaspard.

On Friday, Ulric Skerritt, one of attorneys representing six of 
the officers, told the media he had visited his clients after they 
were detained. He said the officers were being held at separate 
police stations in northern Trinidad.

According to sources speaking with the media, the officer 
who agreed to turn State witness recently returned from over-
seas, and gave statements to investigators. A previous opera-
tion to arrest the officers was called off after police learned the 
cooperating officer had travelled to the US on a one-way ticket.

The officers now in custody will be interviewed under cau-
tion, with investigators consulting Gaspard on whether there is 
sufficient evidence to support criminal charges.

Skerritt said his clients were in good spirits. However, he 
commented on poor jail conditions, adding that the officers 
who “put their lives on the line are being treated as common 
criminals”.

Port-of-Spain – The motion of no confidence and the call for 
the resignation of Attorney General Reginald Armour failed to 
gain a majority among the membership of the Law Association 
of Trinidad and Tobago last week.

It emerged following a special general meet-
ing that the majority of LATT’s lawyers had 
expressed continued confidence in Armour, 
the go-ahead decision defeating the two 
motions brought against Armour by a group 
of 40 attorneys.

The motions arose out of the imbroglio 
involving Armour after he was “disqualified” 
by a Miami court judge in late April from 
further representing Trinidad and Tobago in a 
protracted Piarco airport multi-million-dollar 
civil asset recovery case.

The final ballot was counted late Friday 
following a hybrid special general meeting by 
LATT. In all, 551 of the approximately 3,000 
members of the LATT cast ballots on the 
motions that were requisitioned last month 
by attorney Kiel Taklalsingh, and which was 
signed by 39 other lawyers.

Of the 551 attorneys attending the meeting chaired by LATT 
president Sophia Chote, 234 cast ballots in favour of the vote of 
no confidence, while 317 voted against.

With regard to the motion calling for Armour to resign as 
Attorney General, 241 voted in favour, with 310 voting against.

The meeting took place following weeks of controversy and 
differing points of view by lawyers and parliamentarians on 

whether Armour had deliberately misled the 
Miami court. According to the claims, Armour 
allegedly downplayed his role in his previ-
ous representation of former finance minister 
Brian Kuei Tung in separate but parallel crimi-
nal proceedings in the local courts.

Armour had stated on affidavit that when 
he formed part of Kuei Tung’s legal team 
between 2004 and 2008 at the Magistrates’ 
Court that he was a junior counsel, and a 
“note-taker”, and therefore had a minimal role 
in the proceedings.

On April 27, Miami-Dade Circuit Court 
Judge Reemberto Diaz “disqualified” Armour 
and Sequor Law, a US law firm that was repre-
senting Trinidad and Tobago, from continuing 
to participate in the case.

Had the motions been passed on Friday, it 
would have had no tangible effect, since LATT 

can neither force the Attorney General to tender his resigna-
tion, nor compel the prime minister into revoking Armour’s 
appointment.

Kiel Taklalsingh

Port of-Spain – The Canadian High Commission last week 
issued a warning about fraudsters attempting to solicit money 
from nationals seeking to obtain work permits.

The High Commission also gave the assurance that measures 
are in place to address the backlog of visa applications in a 
timely manner.

In a Facebook post last Wednesday, the High Commission 
shared a photo of a message where a fraudster said that a work 
permit was ready, and that funds be deposited into an account.

It warned nationals to not fall victim to these ploys, saying 
that once approved, work permits are issued upon arrival in 
Canada, and not in Trinidad and Tobago.

According to reports, there has been a recent increase in the 
number of applicants for visitor visas, student visas, and work 
permits. Along with the increased volume of applicants is grow-
ing frustration due to the long wait time.

Last week the media reported Isabelle Dubois, communica-
tions adviser, Communications, Immigration, Refugees and 
Citizenship Canada, saying that as of June 6, the IRCC had 
82,113 visitor applications from around the world in its invento-
ry. She added that as applications are finalised and new applica-

tions are received every day, these numbers fluctuate frequently.
Dubois also noted that global migration was upended by the 

pandemic, with applications growing in number even as health 
and travel restrictions were in effect. It will take some time to 
fully recover, she stated.

Said Dubois: “We understand that longer-than-expected 
processing times can be stressful, and apologise for the incon-
venience that this may cause. We are doing our best to respond 
to volumes of applications that are much higher than normal, 
and we are working on new measures to address these issues.”

Meanwhile, last May the US Embassy in Port-of-Spain issued 
a release warning Trinidad and Tobago nationals to be aware 
of fraudsters. As the Embassy noted, there are no more visa 
appointments available in Trinidad for the rest of 2022.

Consequently, nationals were warned that offers on social 
media to secure early visa appointments were scams.

Asked if the Canadian Embassy also faced scammers, Dubois 
said that IRCC recognises that fraud can be a problem at cer-
tain visa application centre locations. However, it continues to 
release social media messaging to advise applicants to be cau-
tious, she said.



sense of feeling violated about it because you are looking at the 
whole question, ‘Is there a safe space anywhere’,” he declared.

An assistant at the church, who identified herself as Miss 
Cornelia, told the media the bell went missing sometime in 
June.

“We came out and saw it missing,” she said. There was not 
even a tiny chime when it was removed from its tower, and 
lowered to the ground, she said.

She added, “I have known 
this bell since I was a little girl 
coming to this church and 
living in the neighbourhood. 
You hear the church-bell ring, 
and it would wake you up 
and you know it is time for 
church. It is like a part of you 
being missed now. I mean, 
they have been stealing, and 
doing a lot of things to the 
church, but the church bell?”

The theft caught the atten-
tion of Scrap Iron Dealers 
Association president Alan 
Ferguson, who later issued an 
apology during a press con-
ference.

“I really want to apologise,” he said, adding, “…It looks bad 
for us”.

Ferguson added, “A lot of wrong is being done in our indus-
try, and a lot of people have lost things because of this industry, 
and I humbly apologise to Trinidad and Tobago.”

Earlier this month, Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley indi-
cated that he would be seeking advice from Attorney General 
Reginald Armour on banning the marketing of used metals fol-
lowing the ongoing and chronic theft of cables, manhole covers, 
pipe fittings, and other infrastructural materials.

Port-of-Spain – The chronic theft of metal for the lucrative 
scrap iron industry in Trinidad and Tobago took its latest toll on 
a church, when it was revealed last week that thieves had made 
off with the 163-year-old bell from its tower at the St John’s 
Anglican Church, Petit Bourg, San Juan.

The theft of the bell drew cautionary words from the head 
of the Anglican church in Trinidad and Tobago, Bishop Claude 
Berkley, who warned the culprits to return it, or face the pos-
sibility of spiritual conse-
quences.

Said Bishop Berkley: “I 
would want to say that we 
are not going to judge you. 
What we would like you 
to do is to return the bell. 
We will put it back up, but 
return the bell. Don’t hold 
such a thing on your con-
science, and against you and 
your whole generation and 
family because such matters 
to me tend to weigh heavily 
against people who do them. 
That kind of violation does 
not go unpunished.”

He cautioned the thieves 
to not feel that they had made a clean getaway.

“Find a time to put the bell back in place, or give us an anony-
mous call so that we can pick it up from somewhere. Return the 
bell, because you are really calling onto yourself generations of 
worshippers for whom that bell carried a certain kind of mean-
ing and symbolism. So that you can do better without attracting 
that kind of attention to yourself,” he said.

The 163-year-old bell was an important part of the church, 
he stated.

“The congregation feels violated, and I myself think there is a 
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Bishop Claude Berkley

Now iron theft takes toll on church bell

Bell tower... minus its bell

Zandolie Platform in Block 1A

Port-of-Spain – A group of police officers from the Inter 
Agency Task Force and the Western Division may be fac-
ing charges after a preliminary investigation by the Police 
Complaints Authority found that their actions and conduct in 
searching the Masjid al Hudaa last April may constitute criminal 
offences.

According to the PCA report, it is likely the 
police officers at the centre of the allegations of 
assault and desecration at the masjid may have not 
only breached the law, but also the Constitution of 
Trinidad and Tobago.

At the time, the group of officers was searching 
the masjid for a person of interest after the shooting 
death of PC Clarence Gilkes.

During the search, officers reportedly walked 
on prayer mats with their shoes on, and destroyed 
fruits and appliances as worshippers were preparing to break the 
fast for Ramadan.

The release said the PCA investigated the officers’ conduct 
during the raid on the masjid. Also, during the course of the 
investigation, the PCA received information and other evidence 
pointing to police officers assaulting worshippers at the mosque, 
and also desecrating the place of worship.

The PCA also heard that the party of officers involved in 
the raid on the mosque was also involved in an exercise hours 
earlier, in which PC Gilkes was killed.

Police may have breached law during mosque search

Suppliers, vendors, & market customers all complain of surging vegetable prices

DeNovo announces 1st 
gas from Zandolie field

Port-of-Spain – DeNovo Energy last week announced it had 
achieved first gas from its Zandolie field off the west coast of 
Trinidad. The company said the unmanned, minimal facility is 
the second offshore facility owned by the ProMan subsidiary.

“DeNovo has once again proven its commitment to increas-
ing Trinidad and Tobago’s gas supply by developing standard 
and marginal gas reserves,” DeNovo said.

The DeNovo Zandolie platform is a single-well, conductor-
supported platform with a capacity of 40 mmscfd. DeNovo 
invested (US) $52 million to build the platform. It took 31 
months to construct the platform, and was fabricated by local 
personnel.

The platform is the first of its kind, and is powered by wind 
and solar energy.

Minister of Energy Stuart Young commended the company 
on its first gas achievements.

“I am very pleased to witness this successful milestone 
achieved by DeNovo. The story of fabrication, skills, and per-
sonnel used by Zandolie proves that it can be done,” Young said.

DeNovo’s Managing Director, Bryan Ramsumair, noted that 
this critical milestone in the company’s second field develop-
ment highlighted the drive by the team to constantly improve 
and learn.

He added, “We pushed ourselves to deliver a greener and 
more local platform. The result is that the Zandolie platform is 
a local fabrication which is 100 percent powered by renewable 
energy – and which will minimise the carbon footprint of our 
operations.”

Ramsumair said it is also the company’s intention to keep 
acquiring access to new acreage for similar projects.

“With Zandolie, DeNovo is demonstrating that our future 
energy industry can be done locally and with a lower carbon 
footprint – both aligned to the country’s development objec-
tives,” he added.

Claus Cronberger, Managing Director Proman T&T, and 
Chairman of DeNovo, also noted the first commercial gas sup-
ply from Zandolie to be a significant accomplishment.

“Across the Proman family of companies, we have always 
been driven by innovation and the use of best-in-class technol-
ogy in our facilities… Zandolie exemplifies this thinking,” he 
said.

Cronberger added that the teams at DeNovo and Proman 
T&T and its local contractor partners did an outstanding job 
delivering this world-class facility.

“Together we have achieved a significant first for Trinidad 
and Tobago, demonstrating our drive to enhance the competi-
tiveness of the local energy sector, increase the security of our 
country’s gas supply by developing stranded gas reserves, and 
continuing to deliver opportunities to grow local talent,” he said.

The PCA said it was of the view that several criminal offences 
may have been committed. As such, it referred the matter to 
the Director of Public Prosecution, as well as to Acting Police 
Commissioner McDonald Jacob, for action on the related dis-
ciplinary offences.

The PCA’s dossier on its investigations into the 
police officers in question was also forwarded to the 
Office of the Attorney General, as there may have 
been breaches to the Constitution.

Last week a worshipper, Yahya Karim, who was 
present at the mosque during the police search, said 
he was hopeful the proceedings would lead to penal-
ties for the officers for any wrongdoing.

He also revealed that in addition to the PCA’s 
probe, the mosque was seeking legal advice and pos-
sible redress for the police action.

Said Karim: “…We are seeking independent legal counsel 
against the State. ...I am thankful to the PCA because this is the 
first time we have seen anything being taken so seriously and 
moving so quickly… There are still some pain and hurt over 
the incident, but we are hopeful justice will be dealt with in our 
favour.”

Following the shooting death of PC Gilkes, it was reported 
in May that an acting corporal and two police constables were 
placed on suspension after a ballistics report showed the officer 
had been shot from behind.

Clarence Gilkes

Port-of-Spain – The cost of vegetables has 
increased in Trinidad and Tobago in the past 
month, with prices doubling and even tripling, 
the media have reported.

Last week at the Chaguanas Market in cen-
tral Trinidad, its vendors’ committee president 
Crystal Dillon said the prices of many veg-
etables had increased at wholesale markets 
nationwide.

“Right now cabbage going up; caraille, mel-
ongene, sweet peppers skyrocketed, along with 
ochroes and bodi,” Dillon said.

But it was not only the vendors who were 
driving up the prices, she declared, adding, 
“The price is subject to the cost that we pay. So if the wholesal-
ers, which are farmers as well, have a higher price because of 
their chemicals, transportation, labour, and so on, then we don’t 
have a choice but to buy it because there is always a demand.”

Vendor Omesh Doodnath runs a market stall along Arena 
Road in Freeport. He paid [all currency in TTD] $20 per pound 
for melongene at the Macoya Farmers’ Market in east Trinidad 

earlier last month.
Doodnath said he was holding off on purchasing more stock, 

since many customers could not cope with higher prices.
“I am selling it off at the same price I pay because people 

buying, but they not buying like they used to. Remember it is 
expensive, so if you really need it, you will buy it,” he said.

At the Chaguanas market, vendor Mala Seetahal said the cost 

of pumpkins and some ground provisions also 
increased over several weeks.

“Pumpkin was $1.50, and now it is $2.50 a 
pound. Everything just went up,” Seetahal said.

She said some consumers were leaving emp-
ty-handed after visiting the market, as they 
could not afford the increased prices.

“Who could buy, then they buy. And who 
can’t buy, it means they can’t afford. Sometimes 
we give things to people. It is tough for every-
body,” she said.

One customer at the Chaguanas market said 
he was not happy with the price increases, but 
had little choice. He did not blame vendors for 

the high prices, he said.
Said the customer: “Vendors are facing the same economic 

situation that we are facing.”
In north Trinidad, Aranguez United Farmers Association’s 

General Secretary Bharath Rampersad said farmers were com-
plaining about the lack of foreign exchange to purchase seeds, 
and that the cost of fertiliser had doubled, and even tripled.

Chaguanas Market in central Trinidad



troubles, she agrees to return to the stage. 
The performance elates her, but the 
sensuality of it, and the fantasies it inspires 
in her fans, are horrifying to Shekhar. 
Shekhar gives Anju a choice: dancing, or 
him. 

Abhinetri should be extraordinary for the 
gutsiness of Anju’s response: She walks away 

from her marriage, 
in pursuit of her 
passion and her 
very public career. 
This is a bold move 
for Anju, and for a 
movie.

But Abhinetri’s 
spineless ending 
undoes its boldness, 
sacrificing any 
merit in the 
movie’s bravery for 
raising the issue of 
women working 
(and especially 
performing) after 
marriage.

Abhinetri reunites 
its broken couple, but doesn’t tell us 
whether Shekhar will aquiesce, whether the 
threat of losing Anju makes Shekhar grow 
up, acknowledge her autonomy, trust her to 
handle zealous fans on her own.

Abhinetri sets the stage for profound 
debate, but bows out without any 
substantive discussion. It is as cowardly as 
an Internet troll who lobs a conversational 
grenade, and then hides to watch the 
fireworks.  

The result is a deeply frustrating movie, 
as the audience receives no payoff, no 
reward for putting up with two hours of 
Shekhar being a huge, annoying baby. It’s a waste of the things 
that the movie has going for it.

For one, Abhinetri is loaded with pretty: Hema and Shashi 
both look about as good as they ever do, Hema with her 
gorgeous big eyes and dazzling smiles, Shashi with his snaggle-
toothed bashfulness and mile-long eyelashes.

Abhinetri also offers wonderful songs and Hema's 
marvelous dancing; Anju’s professional shows provide all 
the excuses needed to show off the breadth of Hema’s talent, 
from Bharatnatyam to mujra to a perfectly mod shimmy. 
And there is a hilarious Bela Bose number featuring a twelve-
headed dancing horse – and Shekhar looking profoundly 
uncomfortable at the very notion of a cabaret performance.

Movie Review by Filmi Geek

Sometimes it is good to let viewers supply their own 
ending to a story.  An audience won’t always agree on 
the best outcome, and letting each viewer decide for 

herself what happens after the lights go up can be a nice way of 
keeping everyone happy.

The Lunchbox took this approach. There, an unambiguous 
result would have required addressing grim realities that 
would have broken the movie’s lovely 
spell. Leaving the final chord slightly 
unresolved let romantically-inclined 
viewers keep their happily-ever-afters 
intact.  

In Abhinetri, though, the unresolved 
ending is a lame cop-out, a weak-sauce 
attempt at having and eating one’s cake. 
It is presented like a happy ending.

Superficially, Shekhar (Shashi 
Kapoor) and Anju (Hema Malini) seem 
as the curtain falls to have patched 
up the rift in their marriage. Anju’s 
friend Ratna (Nazima) conspires with 
Shekhar’s mother (Nirupa Roy) to 
bring the awkward, angry couple back 
together, and the film ends with a scene 
of renewed domestic joy.

But the issue that drove Shekhar and 
Anju apart in the first place remains unaddressed.  

Early in Abhinetri, when the romance between Shekhar and 
Anju begins, Anju is a professional dancer – a hugely talented 
and popular professional dancer. Shekhar is delighted by this at 
first, watching Anju perform with the rapture of a child. This is 
perhaps because Shekhar is a child, an overgrown child still so 
umbilically attached to his mother that he brings Anju to her 
for appraisal the very day after they meet, and repeatedly pouts 
off to her for validation at the slightest sign he might not get 
his way.

This Shekhar is painfully immature. In one scene, a fan 
leers at Anju in a restaurant. Anju keeps her cool; one has a 
sense of urbanity and maturity in her nonchalant poise, and it 
makes Shekhar that much more of a bumpkin and a child for 
being so flustered and distraught at the very idea of other men 
appreciating his wife for her beauty and talent.

Anju has no family of her own, and this has taught her how 
to be a grown-up. Shekhar, in contrast, between his doting, 
indulgent mother and his patronising boss (Nasir Hussain), 
has no idea how to relate to the outside world as an adult.  

And so as much as Shekhar enjoys Anju’s dancing the first 
time he sees it, he expects her to give it up when they marry, 
just as his mother gave up a singing career to devote her life to 
the care and hand-feeding of the little god to whom she gave 
birth.

At first Anju is on board with this plan, but when her 
former dancing-master (Asit Sen) comes to her with financial 
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The jealous husband Shekhar with wife Anju

Anju doing a dance number while working

Shekhar at the chemistry lab

Abhinetri squanders potential to explore a woman’s autonomy

Naagin’s ‘Man dole mera tan dole’ still charms listeners today

Vyjayanthimala in the movie Naagin

N aagin (1954) is a film directed by Nandlal Jaswantlal 
and loosely inspired by Bijon Bhattacharya’s play 
Jiyankany and William Shakespeare’s Romeo and 

Juliet. It stars Vyjayanthimala and Pradeep Kumar.
It has a hit musical score by Hemant Kumar, and included 

13 tracks, one being the hit song Man Dole Mera Tan Dole, 
whose Been music was performed by Kalyanji on clavioline 
and by Ravi on harmonium, who once worked under Hemanta 
Mukherjee’s direction and later became independent music 
directors.

Naagin was a box office hit, and the popularity of its music 
would boost the careers of the personnel involved in the 
production, especially Vyjayanthimala, who being a gifted 
dancer trained in the classical style of Bharata Natyam, offered 
an outstanding visual complement to Lata Mangeshkar’s voice.

Naagin also propelled Kalyanji’s career, despite his 
apparently secondary role as the performer of the Been 
music theme, which moreover was arranged by Ravi, on the 
clavioline.

The first time Kalyanji used the clavioline to recreate the 
sound of the Been was in S.N. Tripathi’s Naag Panchami 
(1953). Tripathi then recommended Kalyanji to Hemant 
Kumar, who was able to take advantage of the novelty effect 
that the synthesised snake charmer’s sound could still achieve, 
due to the relative lack of success of Naag Panchami – at least 
as compared to Naagin.

Hemant Kumar skyrocketed to fame with Naagin. All the 
songs were hit, but the song Man dole mera tan dole became 
immortal.

One of the reasons for the appeal of Naagin’s music is the 
seamless integration of the Been sound with the main melody. 

The reason for the actual Been instrument not used in the song 
is because the Been is constrained, and can only move from 
one note to an adjacent note. It cannot jump suddenly from a 
note to another note, which is not adjacent. Also, you cannot 
produce short, staccato sounds. 

It is said that when Naagin was released, snake charmers 
entertained the crowd outside the cinema halls during 
the Intermission. It is also said that some theatre owners 
would engage these snake charmers to keep an eye just in 
case the tune from inside the hall ‘attracted’ a reptile in the 
neighbourhood.

The ethereal Vyjayanthimala, barely 18, illuminates the 
screen with her stunning beauty, moving around daintily from 
one song to the other; from the bewitching Man Dole Mera 
Tan Dole to the poignant Mera Dil Ye Pukare Aaja…

Of course, the soul of the movie remains Lata Mangeshkar’s 
voice and Hemant Da’s unforgettable composition to some 
impeccable lyrics by Rajinder Krishan. Simply unmatched…

Vyajayantimala, in an interview, said that Man Dole Mera Tan 
Dole snake dance created a sensation, crowds thronged to see 
those snaky gyrations to the Lata Mangeshkar hit.

This dance is inspiring today’s generation too, as well as 
western youth.

Click on the following links to go to the original rendering 
of Man dole mera tan dole and performances by other groups:

Original clip from Naagin.
Columbian dancer.

Belly dancer.
Wheel dance.

Band Baja ladies dance.
Mix Indian group dance.

Nazima provides a stellar exemplar of the saucy-friend 
archetype, always ready with a sarcastic or off-colour 
remark, the perfect garrulous contrast to Hema’s elegant, 
fresh sweetness. And the scenes in Shekhar’s workplace – a 
chemistry lab – are just plain filmi-science fun.

But all of this potential is squandered in what is a dreary, 
unsatisfying film about a whiny man-child who can’t make 
room in his navel-centred worldview for a wife who has an 
autonomous and fulfilling life.

At its best, Abhinetri is entertaining enough – it’s hard 
to complain too much about a movie that offers up Hema 
Malini in a bubble bath – but be prepared to pay the price of 
annoyance and frustration.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cvOD8GZ7reo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DdLzzKlm2pE&t=65s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RTAndff07tM&t=40s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocSwbLoJOLU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Z7q7Wmbq4E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OIV41sGUfI4&t=161s
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As the experts in funerals we can offer many options that fit your traditions, wishes and budget

CALL US TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN PROTECT YOUR FAMILY BY PLANNING AHEAD

Compassion - Care - Convenience  

905-458-2222

www.bcvc.info 

30 Bramwin Court, Brampton, ON L6T 5G2

289-372-3300

www.acvc.info 

384 Finley Avenue, Ajax, ON L1S 2E3

Ample parking

State of the art facilities

Lock in funeral costs and protect against inflation and price increases

Make decisions now and protect your family from the emotional burdens of planning a funeral 

Brampton Crematorium & Visitation Centre

Ajax Crematorium & Visitation Centre

A still from
Shabaash Mithu

Anushka Sharma in 
Chakda Express

Priyanka Chopra in 
Mary Kom

A still from
Rashmi Rocket

Parineeti Chopra in
Saina

Pannu & Pednekar in
Saand Ki Aankh

Phogat sisters & 
their father – Dangal

By Sanjana Chawla

Sports dramas, especially based on lives 
of women sportspersons, have seen 
a resurgence in the last decade. On 

the surface, most of them are designed as 
underdog stories with the women overcoming 
the insurmountable.

However, the good ones also introspect 
about casual sexism, administrative politics in 
sport, bigotry, and biases as they present the 
real-life story with some amount of creative 
liberty.

From Priyanka Chopra’s Mary Kom 
to Anushka Sharma’s Chakda Xpress, the 
filmmakers and actresses are not shying 
away from highlighting the life, journey, and 
ordeals of the women sports players who have 
made India proud.

While some films such as Taapsee Pannu’s 
Rashmi Rocket are inspired by players, other 
projects such as Dangal and Parineeti Chopra’s 
Saina are biopics and a celebration of girl 
power. 

Here are some women sportspersons to 
watch who are at the centre. 

SHABAASH MITHU
The latest addition to the list, Taapsee 

Pannu-led Shabaash Mithu released in 
theatres on July 15. With the actress 

channelling the titular role of Mithali Raj – 
the former Test and ODI captain of the Indian 
women’s national cricket team – the film is 
a biographical sports drama based on the 
cricketer’s life.

CHAKDA XPRESS
Another film on Indian women cricketers, 

this upcoming film stars Anushka Sharma in 
the lead. A feature film based on the former 
captain of the Indian women’s cricket team 
Jhulan Goswami, Chakda Xpress celebrates her 
efforts and contribution to Indian cricket.

It decodes Jhulan Goswami’s dramatic life 
and all the challenges she faced back in the 
day when she decided to represent India on a 
global stage.

Chakda Xpress also highlights and applauds 
the journey of women cricketers, their 
achievements, and their passion. 

MARY KOM
A biopic on the life of Indian boxer and 

world-champion MC Mary Kom, the film 
stars Priyanka Chopra in the titular role.

Mary Kom navigates around the life of 
the sports player, shows her journey, and 
the upheavals in her personal as well as 
professional life.

The six-time world champion, Mary Kom 
is India’s first woman to win a gold at the 

Asian Games, and has also made the country 
proud at the Commonwealth Games.

RASHMI ROCKET
Another film led by Taapsee Pannu, where 

she plays a sportsperson, Rashmi Rocket is 
the story of a girl from a small village who 
ends up becoming a world-level sprinting 
champion.

Said to be inspired by the Indian 
professional sprinter and Olympic athlete 
Dutee Chand, the film revolves around the 
system of gender testing and the exploitation 
faced by women athletes.

It also shows how an athlete fights for their 
respect, rights, and identity, and emerges 
victorious.

SAINA
Based on former World’s No. 1 badminton 

player Saina Nehwal, the film features 
Parineeti Chopra in the titular role. The 
sports-biographical drama Saina traces the 
player’s journey, struggles, hard work, and 
her endeavours to become the top badminton 
player.

The film also throws light on Saina’s 
relationship with her family and coach Pullela 
Gopichand.

The world champion has represented India 
three times in the Olympics, and is the only 

From Mary Kom to Saina, women take lead roles in Bollywood sport dramas
Indian female player to attain the world No. 1 
ranking.

SAAND KI AANKH
Saand Ki Aankh is a biographical film 

that narrates the stories and life tales of 
sharpshooters Chandro and Prakashi Tomar.

With Taapsee Pannu and Bhumi Pednekar 
essaying the character of Tomar women, the 
film shows how these two 60+ aged women 
fight through patriarchy, defy ageism, and 
cross the hurdles put forth by society to 
become shooting champions.

DANGAL
A biopic on the world-famous freestyle 

wrestlers – the Phogat sisters and their father 
Mahavir Singh Phogat – Dangal stars Aamir 
Khan, Fatima Sana Shaikh, Sanya Malhotra, 
and Zaira Wasim.

The film is based on how Babita Kumari 
and Geeta Phogat break all the shackles 
of society, fight against all odds, and train 
to become India’s first world-class female 
wrestlers. 

Geeta is the first Indian ever to qualify for 
the Olympic Summer Games, and to win a 
gold medal in wrestling at the Commonwealth 
Games.

Babita has also won several medals across 
competitive events.

https://www.bcvc.info/
https://www.acvc.info/


delivery, beat him with extra bounce two balls later, and ended 
the over with one that squared up the England opener.

When Bumrah struck twice in his opening over, dismissing 
Jason Roy and Joe Root, it was the resumption of a bowling 
partnership that India had not seen in an ODI for more than 

18 months.
However, Shami was not going to be 

completely overshadowed by Bumrah, 
and struck a number of key blows

“It was a long break. But once you get 
comfortable, you know your responsi-
bilities.

We’ve been playing together for so 
long that in two overs you understand 
what's happening, and what you have to 
do," Shami said of his partnership with 
Bumrah.

He added, “When I bowled the first 
over, you could see the ball was seam-

ing around; there was swing on offer. Bumrah also then tried to 
incorporate the same length and got wickets also. I was away for 
[18 months]. It was a long break, but once you get comfortable 
in this environment, you know your responsibilities. It’s impor-
tant to have a clear mind. What to do, what lengths to bowl, 
how to use your variations – everyone knows; but you need to 
be clear about it from within.”

Mohammed Shami’s first ODI since November 2020 
was memorable against England at The Oval last 
Tuesday when he became the fastest to acquire 150 

ODI wickets for India. The England versus India first ODI on 
July 12 was his 80th match, and the 150 wicket-haul achieve-
ment broke Ajit Agarkar’s record of 97 
games, ESPNcricinfo reported.

While Jasprit Bumrah’s career-best 
performance of six for 19 in the first 
ODI vaulted him to the top of the rank-
ings for bowlers, Shami also bowled a 
crucial spell in the ODI series opener. 
His three for 31 in seven overs included 
the wickets of Ben Stokes and Jos Buttler, 
as the hosts were shot out for 110, paving 
the way for India’s first ten-wicket vic-
tory in an ODI against England.

Said Shami: “The ball was stopping a 
bit, seaming a bit, so it was important to 
bowl in the right areas and keep our line in check. If your [bowl-
ing] areas are good on a surface where it seams and swings, it’s 
difficult to get away. We kept it simple and got rewarded with 
wickets. The more you run behind wickets, the more it doesn’t 
happen. I kept it simple, and the results are there to see.”

Shami set the tone in the first over after Rohit Sharma chose 
to bowl. He hit Jonny Bairstow on the thigh with his second 

From the ODI series between Ireland and New Zealand, 
Harry Tector, who scored his maiden ODI century in the open-
ing game, rose ten places to No. 34 among batters.

Meanwhile, Suryakumar Yadav jumped a whopping 44 spots 
to achieve his career-best No 5 rank-
ing in T20Is following his century 
against England in the third T20I. 
He also has a career-high rating 
of 732, and is now India’s highest-
ranked T20I batter.

Suryakumar made his T20I debut 
last year, and has since become an 
important part of India’s T20I set-
up. So far, he has scored four fifties 
and a century in 17 innings, with a 
strike rate of 177.22.

Also, Bhuvneshwar’s Player-of-
the-Series performance in the T20Is 
against England has taken him back 
into the top ten among T20I bowl-
ers. He is the only Indian in the top 
ten in a list led by Hazlewood.

In the Test rankings, Dimuth 
Karunaratne and Dinesh Chandimal 

climbed after their match-winning performances against 
Australia in the second Test in Galle, ESPNcricinfo noted.

Karunaratne’s first-innings 86 took him to 782 rating points, 
and the No. 7 spot among Test batters, while Chandimal’s 
unbeaten 206 took him 19 positions up to No. 29.

Jasprit Bumrah climbed up five spots to become the No. 
1-ranked ODI bowler following his career-best six for 19 
against England at The Oval last Tuesday, ESPNcricinfo 

reported. Bumrah’s ascension placed Trent Boult in second 
place, with Shaheen Shah Afridi, 
Josh Hazlewood, and Mujeeb Ur 
Rahman rounding off the top five 
wicket-takers.

Bumrah ran through the 
England line-up in the first ODI, 
dismissing Jason Roy, Joe Root, 
Liam Livingstone, and Jos Buttler 
along the way. After picking up four 
for six wickets in his first four overs, 
he returned to pick up two for none 
in seven balls at the death, finishing 
with India’s third-best figures in 
men’s ODIs.

Mohammed Shami, Bumrah’s 
new-ball partner, also moved up 
three places to joint-23rd place with 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar on the back 
of his three-wicket haul against 
England.

As for Shikhar Dhawan, who scored an unbeaten 31 in that 
ten-wicket win over England, he moved up one spot to equal 
12th on the batters’ rankings.

Captain Rohit Sharma top-scored for India in the chase with 
an unbeaten 76, but remained at No. 4.
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Bumrah bounces up into top bowling tier

Shami marks return with ODI wicket record

Nico inspires youngsters at Guyana kids’ home

Mohammed Shami

Jasprit Bumrah

Virat Kohli

Virat Kohli and Jasprit Bumrah are out of  India’s 
Twenty20 squad for the team’s five-match tour of 
West Indies later this month, the Board of Control for 

Cricket in India revealed late last week.
According to a report by Reuters, former captain Kohli has 

not seen productive form across formats, and has not scored 
century in international cricket since November 2019. He 
toured England earlier this month, but missed last week’s series 
opener due to a groin injury. 

The BCCI did not indicate whether Kohli had been dropped 
or rested, Reuters added.

However, it appears that Bumrah is being rested. He is cur-
rently the top-ranked ODI bowler, and has been at the tip of the 
spear for India, carrying most of the pace workload across all 
the formats.

Subject to fitness, batsman K.L. Rahul and spinner Kuldeep 
Yadav were selected for the Caribbean tour. It is being led by 
Rohit Sharma.

There has recently been a lot of competition in the side from 
a number of in-form batsmen, who have been pushing for a 
top order place in the team. Consequently, Kohli’s place in the 
Twenty20 squad, and his lack of form, were being questioned, 
particularly ahead of this year’s World Cup in Australia.

Former coach Ravi Shastri advised Kohli to take a break from 
the game and return rejuvenated. Kohli has also received sup-
port from BCCI president Sourav Ganguly, who has backed him 
to regain his form.

“He himself knows by his own standards it has not been 
good, and I see him coming back and doing well,” Ganguly said.

He added, “But he has got to find his way and become suc-
cessful, which he has been for the last 12-13 years or more, and 
only Virat Kohli can do that.”

India T20 squad for the Caribbean
Rohit Sharma (captain), Ishan Kishan, KL Rahul, 
Suryakumar Yadav, Deepak Hooda, Shreyas Iyer, Dinesh 
Karthik, Rishabh Pant, Hardik Pandya, Ravindra Jadeja, 
Axar Patel, Ravichandran Ashwin, Ravi Bishnoi, Kuldeep 
Yadav, Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Avesh Khan, Harshal Patel, 
Arshdeep Singh.

Kohli given out for WI tour

US win U19 Rising Stars T20

Cricket West Indies Women’s U19 Rising Stars T20 
Championship saw USA taking the trophy after defeat-
ing title holders Trinidad and Tobago by seven wickets 

at Brian Lara Cricket Academy in Trindad last week.
Batting first, Trinidad and Tobago were restricted to a small 

total of 93/5. USA confidently responded with a triumphant of 
94/3 from 16.1 overs.

It was the USA’s first major U19 trophy in what was a one-
side contest. Head coach Shivnarine Chanderpaul lauded the 
efforts of the tournament debutants.

“It’s definitely good to see the US come out and play well. 
From the time we got here, they’ve been a team, they’ve been 
and done everything together, and have been working hard to 
improve,” Chanderpaul said.

He added, “This tournament is just a start of hopefully good 
things to come in the future. Knowing the bunch of girls, the 
work ethic is really good, and I’m hoping that we could keep on 
improving and getting better.”

Chanderpaul said the USA was seen as an underdog team in 
the tournament, and that he was happy the team won.

“It’s obviously a step in the right direction for us, and it means 
a lot for these girls. Nobody expects us to come down here and 
do anything. They just thought USA was maybe a walkover. But 
that didn’t happen and the girls showed them that is not so,” he 
said.

In an inspiring knock last week, an in-form Nicholas Pooran 
brought cheer to admiring youngsters at the Child and 
Family Care Centre in Guyana. Also on the tour to the chil-

dren’s home were Jayden Seales and Anderson Phillip.
While the trio did not face 

hostile bowling from their 
eager young fans, at the same 
time each player found him-
self dealing with deliveries of 
fast-paced questions as they 
chatted with the kids. They 
also signed autographs, and 
participated in a mock game 
of cricket.

Pooran prove to be out-
standing in his field, recount-
ing troubling narratives dur-
ing his early life.

“I had an experience where 
I almost lost my life,” he told 
the children, adding, “I felt 
like I had no direction. That 
was six or seven years ago. 
Today, I stand in front of you as the West Indies captain, achiev-
ing my dreams of being a professional cricketer.”

In 2015 Pooran was involved in a vehicular accident that left 
him with a torn patella tendon, fractured tibia, and a fractured 

ankle. Today, he is West Indies’ white ball captain.
Said Pooran, “Never stop believing in your dreams, because 

dreams do come true. Just work hard, continue to be disci-
plined, and continue being great human beings.”

He fielded all questions 
cleanly that came his way, 
with the trending inquiry 
pushing the boundary 
about his absence from the 
Guyana Amazon Warriors 
for the 2022 season.

His returns were accurate 
and over the stumps, telling 
the kids that his contract 
was up with the Amazon 
Warriors.

“I’m home now. Let’s see 
where my journey leads to. 
Hopefully, I could win a 
title for TKR, and you guys 
wouldn’t be vexed with me. 
I wish Guyana Amazon all 
the best this year,” Pooran 

replied off the back foot, and with a laughing follow-through.
The meeting with the West Indian cricketers was organ-

ised by the Guyana government’s Human Services and Social 
Security Ministry.

Pooran signs autographs for his young fans



and the police monitored the area until close of play.”
Cain said if the police investigations lead to prosecution, then 

those involved will be banned from Edgbaston. Also, the ECB 
will ban them from all other cricket venues nationwide.

“We have to work harder to stop abuse at its source,” he said.
According to the report, during the fifth Test, the Bharat 

Army, the official India supporters’ group, reported that “many” 
of its members at the ground had been targeted by “a very small 
minority”.

A post on its Twitter account read: “Sad to say many of our 
members experienced racist abuse from 
a very small minority of individuals. We 
will work with @Edgbaston to share all 
your feedback. Thank you to those Eng-
land fans who stood by us.”

The allegations were highlighted by 
former Yorkshire cricketer Azeem Rafiq, 
who retweeted a thread detailing some 
of the incidents along with the comment, 
“Disappointing to read”.

In response, the ECB said it was “very 
concerned” at the reports, and reiterated 
its stance on racism.

Meanwhile, in another incident, the 
Guardian reported that Yorkshire have 
indicated it will block followers on their 
social media sites who post anything that 

is “deemed offensive”.
The county’s move came following a series of comments that 

were posted after it announced on Twitter that Adil Rashid was 
heading to Mecca with his family to take part in the Hajj pil-
grimage earlier this month.

“Yorkshire CCC will not tolerate any comments which could 
be deemed offensive. For this reason we will be removing of-
fensive comments and blocking those who post them from this 
page,” it said.

In an earlier tweet, Yorkshire wished Rashid and his family 
a safe journey.

The club said: “Yorkshire and England leg spinner Adil Rashid 
will be completing his Hajj… We wish Adil and his family a very 
warm Hajj Mubarak, and a safe journey. To all that are celebrat-
ing Eid-ul-Adha… we wish a very warm Eid Mubarak…”
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Wednesday July 20, 2022
New Zealand tour of Ireland, 2022

Ireland vs New Zealand, 2nd T20I, Civil Service 
Cricket Club, Belfast, 4:00 PM

Pakistan tour of Sri Lanka, 2022
Sri Lanka vs Pakistan, 1st Test, Day 5, Galle 

International Stadium, Galle, 10:00 AM
Friday July 22, 2022

India tour of West Indies, 2022
West Indies vs India, 1st ODI, Queen’s Park 

Oval, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, 9:30 AM
Ireland vs New Zealand, 3rd T20I, Civil Service 

Cricket Club, Belfast, 4:00 PM
South Africa tour of England, 2022

England vs South Africa, 2nd ODI, Emirates Old 
Trafford, Manchester, 1:00 PM

Sunday July 24, 2022
WI vs India, 2nd ODI, Queen’s Park Oval, PoS, 

Trinidad, 9:30 AM
ICC Mens T20 World Cup Europe Qualifier 

Group B 2022
Norway vs Estonia, 2nd Match, Group B, 

Kerava National CG, Kerava, 11:00 AM
Austria vs Luxembourg, 1st Match, Group A, 
Tikkurila Cricket Ground, Vantaa, 11:00 AM
Guernsey vs Bulgaria, 3rd Match, Group A, 
Tikkurila Cricket Ground, Vantaa, 4:00 PM

France vs Czech Republic, 4th Match, Group B, 
Kerava National CG, Kerava, 4:00 PM

Pakistan tour of Sri Lanka, 2022
Sri Lanka vs Pakistan, 2nd Test, Day 1 R. 
Premadasa Stadium, Colombo, 10:00 AM

England vs South Africa, 3rd ODI, Headingley, 
Leeds, 11:00 AM

Monday July 25, 2022
Slovenia vs Austria, 6th Match, Group A, 

Kerava National CG, Kerava, 11:00 AM
Czech Republic vs Norway, 5th Match, Group B, 

Tikkurila Cricket Ground, Vantaa, 11:00 AM
Switzerland vs France, 7th Match, Group B, 
Tikkurila Cricket Ground, Vantaa, 4:00 PM

Luxembourg vs Guernsey, 8th Match, Group A, 
Kerava National CG, Kerava, 4:00 PM

Sri Lanka vs Pakistan, 2nd Test, Day 2, R. 
Premadasa Stadium, Colombo, 10:00 AM

Tuesday July 26, 2022
Sri Lanka vs Pakistan, 2nd Test, Day 3, R. 
Premadasa Stadium, Colombo, 10:00 AM

Wednesday July 27, 2022
West Indies vs India, 3rd ODI, Queen’s Park 

Oval, PoS, Trinidad, 9:30 AM
Sri Lanka vs Pakistan, 2nd Test, Day 4, R. 
Premadasa Stadium, Colombo, 10:00 AM

New Zealand tour of Scotland, 2022
Scotland vs New Zealand, 1st T20I, Grange 

Cricket Club, Edinburgh, 3:00 PM
England vs South Africa, 1st T20I, County 

Ground, Bristol, 6:30 PM
Estonia vs Switzerland, 10th Match, Group B, 

Kerava National CG, Kerava, 11:00 AM
Guernsey vs Austria, 9th Match, Group A, 
Tikkurila Cricket Ground, Vantaa, 11:00 AM
Bulgaria vs Slovenia, 11th Match, Group A, 
Tikkurila Cricket Ground, Vantaa, 4:00 PM

Norway vs France, 12th Match, Group B, Kerava 
National CG, Kerava, 4:00 PM

Thursday July 28, 2022
Switzerland vs Norway, 13th Match, Group B, 

Tikkurila Cricket Ground, Vantaa, 11:00 AM 
Bulgaria vs Luxembourg, 14th Match, Group A, 

Kerava National CG, Kerava, 11:00 AM
Estonia vs Czech Republic, 15th Match, Group 
B, Tikkurila Cricket Ground, Vantaa, 4:00 PM
Slovenia vs Guernsey, 16th Match, Group A, 

Kerava National CG, Kerava, 4:00 PM
Sri Lanka vs Pakistan, 2nd Test, Day 5, R. 
Premadasa Stadium, Colombo, 10:00 AM

England vs South Africa, 2nd T20I, Sophia 
Gardens, Cardiff, 6:30 PM.

Friday, July 29, 2022
West Indies vs India, 1st T20I, Brian Lara 

Stadium, Tarouba, Trinidad, 10:30 AM
Scotland vs New Zealand, 2nd T20I, Grange 

Cricket Club, Edinburgh, 3:00 PM
Saturday July 30, 2022

Austria vs Bulgaria, 17th Match, Group A, 
Tikkurila Cricket Ground, Vantaa, 11:00 AM.

Cricket ScheduleCricket Schedule
(All Times Local)

Rana makes team for Commonwealth Games

Edgbaston, Yorkshire respond to racist abuse by fans

Off-spinning allrounder Sneh Rana has made a come-
back to the Indian national side, finding a place in 
its 15-member squad for the Commonwealth Games 

starting July 29 in Birmingham, ESPNcricinfo reported last week.
She returned to the side in 2021 after a five-year gap, and was 

rested for the white-ball tour of Sri Lanka that concluded earlier 
this month.

In another surprise move, 
the Indian selectors included 
Taniya Bhatia as one of the two 
wicketkeepers alongside Yas-
tika Bhatia, with Richa Ghosh 
left out of the main squad and 
named as one of the three 
standby players.

Taniya’s last T20I appear-
ance was the World Cup final 
against Australia in Melbourne 
in March 2020.

Poonam Yadav and Simran 
Dil Bahadur were the other two 
players in the standby list. 

Both Harleen Deol and 
Meghna Singh have now found 
a place in the squad. They were 
both included, only for the 
ODI leg of the Sri Lanka tour. Yadav also made the tour, but did 
not get a game in Sri Lanka.

Ahead of the tour to Sri Lanka, head coach Ramesh Powar 
had said that Rana had been rested with a view to managing her 
workload.

“Sneh has been rested for this series and she is in the NCA 
working on her fitness Moving forward, the [Futures Tour Pro-
gramme] that we have, there are about 20-25 T20 games and 
we want our players fresh for all the series. We want to manage 
the workload of the bowling unit as well as the batting unit. We 
are trying to balance it out. As of now, she is being rested and is 
working on her fitness,” Powar said.

Meanwhile, Yastika’s elevation as the primary wicketkeeper 
is a recent development, with India having earlier preferred 
Ghosh’s skills with the big gloves, in addition to her hitting down 
the order.

Ghosh was India’s preferred keeper during the ODI World 
Cup this year, having been one of the stand-out players in the 

Edgbaston officials and police were investigating allega-
tions of racial abuse by a supporter during the fifth Test 
between England and India earlier this month, and an-

nounced last week that a 32-year-old man had been taken into 
custody. He was arrested on a “racially aggravated public of-
fence”, police said.

As the Independent reported, officials at Edgbaston indicat-
ed that any supporters found guilty of racist abuse face being 
banned from the ground and other cricket venues across the 
country.

And in another report, the Guardian 
reported that Yorkshire indicated it will 
block followers on their social media 
sites who post anything that is “deemed 
offensive”. According to the Guardian, 
the county was responding to a series 
of comments following its Twitter post 
that Adil Rashid was headed to Mecca 
with his family to take part in the Hajj 
pilgrimage.

In the first episode of racist abuse 
allegations, following the Edgbaston 
incident, Warwickshire chief executive 
Stuart Cain apologised for the “distress” 
it had caused.

West Midlands police said they were 
liaising with officials at Edgbaston to 
understand what happened during the game. The police also en-
couraged witnesses to come forward who heard racist language, 
witnessed gestures, or had video footage of the incident.

According to Cain, anyone found guilty of abuse would be 
banned from Edgbaston by Warwickshire, and from other crick-
et venues nationwide by the England and Wales Cricket Board.

“Any form of abuse isn’t acceptable in life or sport,” Cain said.
He added, “So, I’m angry about the fact that people think it’s 

acceptable at an international cricket event, and [I] apologise for 
the distress it has caused. I have spoken to those who raised the 
issue on social media, the stewards managing the Eric Hollies 
Stand, and the police. There has been a great atmosphere over 
five days involving more than 100,000 England and India fans, 
but when this issue was reported to the stewards, they couldn’t 
pinpoint where the alleged abuse was coming from, so stewards 

ODI series against New Zealand that preceded the tournament. 
She scored 146 runs with a strike-rate of 114.06, and an average 
of 48.66. However, she managed only 81 runs in seven innings at 
the World Cup, getting into double figures only twice.

Ghosh’s poor form continued through the Women’s T20 
Challenge, and then into the tour of Sri Lanka, where Yastika 
took over keeping duties after the first T20I.

Taniya has not played a com-
petitive game since the Wom-
en’s T20 Challenge, but played 
a vital knock during that tour-
nament, scoring 36 off 33 balls 
and putting on 82 with Har-
manpreet Kaur to rescue Su-
pernovas from 18 for 3 against 
Velocity.

However, Taniya’s interna-
tional record with the bat is 
modest, with her 22 T20I in-
nings so far bringing her an av-
erage of 9.22 and a strike rate of 
94.31.

Jemimah Rodrigues, who 
made a successful return to the 
side in Sri Lanka after missing 
out on selection for the Wom-

en’s World Cup earlier this year, kept her place in the Common-
wealth Games squad. She scored 72 runs in the three-match 
T20I series, including a player-of-the-match performance in the 
first match, where her unbeaten 36 bailed India out of trouble.

S. Meghana, who batted at No. 3 in each of those matches, 
also made the squad, though it is as yet unclear if she has been 
included as a back-up opener or as a No. 3.

Meghna Singh, Renuka Singh, and Pooja Vastrakar will form 
the seam attack, while Rajeshwari Gayakwad, Radha Yadav, and 
Deepti Sharma are the main spin options, with support from 
Deol’s legspin, and Rana’s offspin.

This year’s Commonwealth Games will include women’s 
cricket for the first time, with the eight-team tournament to be 
played under the T20I format. India are grouped alongside Aus-
tralia, Pakistan, and Barbados in Group A.

India begin their campaign with the tournament-opener 
against Australia on July 29, before taking on Pakistan on July 
31. All matches will be played at Edgbaston in Birmingham.

Sneh Rana

Adil Rashid
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For Sale Toronto $999,999

Welcome to one of 
highlands east, fully 
renovated (2010) 
three bedrooms all-
season cottage with 
one full washroom, 
open concept 
dining/kitchen, & 
living area with wood fireplace & potlights. Relax on two 
huge decks and enjoy nature’s beauty at your doorsteps. 
This spacious lot offers lots of parking spaces, 1 fully 
insulated natural pine bunkie, lots of storage spaces (5 
sheds), and beautiful landscaping with a firepit. Steps 
to Tamarack lake for swimming, fishing, and canoeing. 
Minutes to the town of Gooderham.

For Sale

Location! Location! Location! 
Fully reno. 3+1 bdrms, 2 full 
bthrm (+1 half bthrm) in family 
friendly neighbourhood in the 
lakeview area of Oshawa. Main 
flr has: hardwood floors thru-
out, open concept w/upgraded 
ktchn w/ large eat-in island, 
granite countertops & all new S/S appls (2022). Open 
concept lvngrm flows seamlessly to private backyard w/
deck. Bsmt has engineered laminated flooring thru-out, large 
open concept lvng/rec. area, bdrm w/ private ensuite (2022), 
sep. laundry area w/brand new washer & dryer (2022). 
Upper flr has 3 large-sized bdrms w/full bath (2022), close 
to all amenities; walking distance to schools, parks, trails & 
shopping. Short drive to the beach. Don't miss opportunity to 
own one of the few detached homes in this neighbourhood.

Location! 
Location! Pride 
of ownership 
move-in ready 
detached 4+1 
spacious bdrms, 
4 washrooms 
on quiet 
street. Freshly 
painted, 6 
parking spaces, 
hardwood floors, LED lighting, W/O to an 
entertaining deck & beautiful landscaped backyard 
w/exquisite seasonal floral gardening. Sep entrance 
to newly reno open concept bsmt w/custom kitchen, 
quartz countertop, potlights, porcelain tiles, vinyl 
floor & much more. Close to major hwys & all 
amenities. Walking distance to Square One.

Location! Location! Location! 4 level semi-detached 
backsplit in the highly sought after York University heights 
neighbourhood. Home features: gleaming original hardwood 
floor throughout main & upper levels with 2 large bedrooms 
+ 1 full bathroom, large family 
size eat-in kitchen, lower level 
features 2 large bedrooms 
with upgraded floors + 1 
full bathroom. Side entrance 
allows for great rental 
potential. Basement has loads 
of potential with rough-in for 
kitchen, full bathroom & potential for another room. Large 
driveway allows for 5 parking spaces. Close to schools, ttc, 
highways, shopping, restaurants & much more! A must see! 
Shows true pride of ownership!

Oshawa For Sale $799,990Mississauga For Sale $1,588,000 FOR SALE HALIBURTON $629,999

Victory Green  Markham, ON

Located at The Gore Road and Queen 
St E., CityPointe Heights is a new 
condominium community connected 
to three of the GTA’s most beloved 
cities. Your favourite - and soon-to-be 
favourite - Brampton, Toronto, and 
Vaughan locations are very close 
to home. Discover two of the fastest 
growing cities in the Greater Toronto 
Area, and why with each passing 
year, they have more to offer.

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4 
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard. 

Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To 
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to 

Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.   

Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home devel-
opment by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at 

Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s 
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has 

a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.

It all begins at 7437 Kingston Road – a unique project set against 
the backdrop of both nature and the city. Located on Kingston 
Road, adjacent to Rouge and Port Union, The Narrative offers 
the perfect balance of nearby green space, a diverse and 
welcoming community, nearby amenities, and easy access to 
the heart of Toronto via the 401.

$949,000
SOLD FOR $160KSOLD FOR $160K
 OVER ASKING! OVER ASKING!

CityPointe Heights CityPointe Heights 
starting @ High 400sstarting @ High 400s

$700KStarting
From

Starting
From Low $300s

SOLD
SOLD

Narrative CondosNarrative Condos

Etobicoke

$999,900
SOLDSOLD

$350,100$350,100
OVEROVER

ASKINGASKING
PRICEPRICE

Family Friendly
Neighbourhood,

Walking
Distance

To Schools
& Parks.

Angus
FOR SALE 
$1,189,000

SOLD OVERSOLD OVER
ASKING PRICEASKING PRICE

http://teamgtahomes.com/
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